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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Easter Sunday Worship at Home — by Pastor Carol Tomer 
 

In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health guidelines, for the 
care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping our physical distance. But we are 
still connected in the body of Christ. As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gather-
ing in the flesh for worship for an unknown period of time, but we are seeking ways 
to provide support for worshipping at home, for caring for one another, and for nur-
turing our journeys of faith. 
 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering in place of gathering for morn-
ing worship this Sunday. We invite you to participate in this experience of the good 
news of the gospel in whatever ways make most sense for you. It might mean push-
ing the pause button at any point, or journeying through this experience repeatedly 
in the coming days. We offer this as one way to support you in feeling connected to 
God and to the Pilgrim body of Christ and to the body of Christ around the world. 
 

This online bulletin is not filled with our usual announcements in the back of the 
bulletin. We commend you to Pilgrim community emails and to the Pilgrim website, 
where we will continue to post updates. 
 

A special note about Easter Sunday worship today: 
 

During Lent, we refrained from singing Alleluia in worship and literally carried the 
word out of the sanctuary. Today, Alleluia has returned, and we’ll sing and say it a 
lot, as part of our celebration of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

So, we invite you to find a bell that rings! You can ring it every time we say or sing 
Alleluia! And you might consider making a sign or banner that says “ALLELUIA!” 
with as many colors as you can find, to display in your windows, or parade around 
your house and yard. As we begin this season of Easter today, remember that Easter 
is a 50-day season, so there is plenty of time for sharing your colorful Alleluia signs! 
 

As we begin this 50-day Easter journey, here is an adapted excerpt from a prayer by 
theologian Walter Brueggemann: 

 

Easter us, 
salve wounds, 
break injustice, 
bring peace and health, 
guarantee neighbor, 

Easter us in joy and strength. 
Be our God, be your true self, God of life, 

and turn our life toward your life. 
Hear our thankful, grateful, unashamed Hallelujah! Amen. 

Worship at Home 
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L: = Leader  
Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

  

PRELUDE Sonata in D major Henry Purcell 

Paul Heggeseth, trumpet & Paul Stever, organ 
 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

EASTER MORNING LITANY 
L: In the morning sun, C: Christ, our light. 
L: In the shining stars, C: Christ, our light. 
L: In the burning bush, C: Christ, our light. 
L: In the pillar of fire, C: Christ, our light. 
L: In the tongues of flame, C: Christ, our light. 
L: Upon our faces, C: Christ, our light. 
L: Within our hearts, C: Christ, our light. 
L: For the sake of the world, C: Christ, our light. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
L: Do you believe in God the Creator? 
C: We believe in one God, maker of heaven and earth, 

who in goodness created us and by grace sustains us. 
L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  
C: We believe in Jesus Christ, beloved child of God, 

who became a human being and lived among us, 
experiencing fully the joys, sorrows and temptations of human life. 
While he walked the earth, he taught and healed, 
but most of all he loved, and showed us how to love one another. 
By us and for us he was crucified; 
he died and was buried. 
Yet he rose again and lives on, 
freeing us and empowering us to be children of God. 

L: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  
C: We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

poured out upon the early disciples at the Day of Pentecost 
and upon us in our baptisms. 
The Spirit has spoken through the prophets,  
continues still to speak through us today, 
and joins us together in the body of Christ, 
yearning within us to pray for those things too deep for words, nour-
ishing us in faith, and bringing us to the wholeness of life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

THE EASTER MORNING LITANY CONCLUDES 
L:  Here is the light of Christ.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
L:  You are the light of Christ.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
L:  Follow the light of Christ.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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DECLARATION OF THE RESURRECTION  Tasche Mark D. Jordan 

 

GATHERING HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW № 365 
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GREETING 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
L: The grace of the risen Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: O God, we come to worship you today as the women came to Jesus' tomb 
so many Easters ago, expecting only death, nursing grief, ready to ritualize 
the loss of Life.  Today, as that tomb cracks open, flood our senses with life, 
life more powerful that sickness and death, life more powerful than isola-
tion and fear. Saturate us with the hope and love that comes when we hear 
in all our vulnerability that Christ is risen indeed.  

C: Amen. 
 

POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Pastor Jen Rome 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  Alleluia Jacques Berthier 

  Choir sings once, All sing once 

 

WORD WEAVINGS — Accompanying the Spice-Bearing Women to the Tomb 
 

Luke 23:55-56 (NRSV) 

Rachel Held-Evans, April 4, 2015, The Women of Holy Week, Part 4: The Women   

 Wait, https://bit.ly/RHE-wait 

Mark 16:1-4 (NRSV) 

The Legacy of Rachel Held Evans, The New York Times, June 3, 2019, Archived 

 recording located in https://bit.ly/RHE-legacy 

John 20:11-16 (NRSV) 

Tania Runyan, 2011, “The Empty Tomb,” A Thousand Vessels, 2011 
 

SUNG RESPONSE  Alleluia Jacques Berthier 

  All sing twice (music above) 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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REFLECTION  Pastor Carol Tomer 

 

HYMN  Now The Green Blade Rises ELW № 379 

PEACE The peace of Christ is with us now and always.  
 

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings with a check or 

online donation to Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING Grant Us Thy Peace Felix Mendelssohn 

  Pilgrim choir members & Paul Stever, organ 

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

Grant us Thy peace  

Almighty Lord, Thou 

Source of ev’ry blessing! 

Feeble and frail, trust we 

Thy word, All things in 

Thee possessing.  

In Thee is our hope and 

safety.  
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 SUNG PRAYERS  Jacques Berthier 

All sing the Alleluia, cantor sings the verses 

For the good news of the Easter gospel, in good times and hard times,  
 we pray to the Lord. Alleluia.  

For those in public service and all those who work for the common good,  
 we pray to the Lord. Alleluia.  

For health and wholeness, in this time of illness, and for all those who are  
 healers and caregivers, we pray to the Lord. Alleluia.  
For the suffering and the dying, and all those who are in sorrow,  
 and for the communities of care who carry us through life’s challenges, 
 we pray to the Lord. Alleluia.  
For the poor, the unemployed, the fearful, the forgotten, and for those who are 
 advocates, prophets, and helpers of any kind, we pray to the Lord. Alleluia. 
For each of us in this time of distancing and for the deep ways we are connected 
 to one another, in sickness and in health, and in love of neighbor,  
 we pray to the Lord. Alleluia.  
For Christ risen among us and for the Easter good news that can not  
 be cancelled, we pray to the Lord. Alleluia.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L: God of Never Cancelled Love, Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 
SENDING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW № 389 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Toccata in F C. M. Widor 
 Paul Stever, organ 

Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman &   Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Presiding Ministers— Pastor Jen Rome and Pastor Carol Tomer 

Music Director, Organist, Pianist, and Cantor — Paul Stever 

Musicians —Paul Heggeseth, trumpet; Pilgrim Choral Scholars and choir  

  members Jessica Grams, Sarah Adair, Ben Winkler (trumpet on the hymns), 

and Yilun Dong 

Creator of the Word Weavings — Elizabeth Ankeny 

Readers — Elizabeth Ankeny, Melanie Ruda 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 

Pilgrim Staff  
Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Pastoral Intern .............................................................................................. Hannah Olson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director ................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs .................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Interim Director of Shared Ministry ................................................... Pamela Erwin 

Interim Faith Formation Staff Team ................................................... Kate Tosteson,  Rachel Boelke, 

 Matthew Anderson 

Business Manager ........................................................................................ Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson 

Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 

Custodian/M@P Support ......................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


