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G A T H E R I N G  

PRELUDE                     TO YOU, BEFORE THE CLOSE OF DAY             PLAINSONG (ELW #567) 

1 To you, before the close of day,  2 Save us from troubled, restless sleep, 
 Creator of the world, we pray.   from all ill dreams your children keep; 
 Your grace and peace to us allow   so calm our minds that fears may cease 
 and be our guard and keeper now.   and rested bodies wake in peace. 
 
3 A healthy life we ask of you,   4 Creator, this we ask be done 
 the fire of love in us renew,    through Jesus Christ, your only Son, 
 and when the dawn new light will bring,  whom with the Spirit we adore, 
 your praise and glory we shall sing.   with you, one God forevermore. Amen.  
 

Text: Compline office hymn, c. 6th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silent meditation. 

 

 OPENING 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Merciful God, 
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  NIGHT HYMN       All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night                  ELW #565 

Vss.1-2 Choir, Vss. 3-5 All 

1 All praise to thee, my God, this night  2 Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
 for all the blessings of the light.   the ill that I this day have done; 
 Keep me, oh, keep me, King of kings,   that with the world, myself, and thee, 
 beneath thine own almighty wings.   I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 
  
3 Teach me to live, that I may dread  4 Oh, may my soul in thee repose, 
 the grave as little as my bed.   and may sweet sleep mine eyelids close, 
 Teach me to die, that so I may   sleep that shall me more vig'rous make 
 rise glorious at the awesome day.   to serve my God when I awake! 
 
5 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise God, all creatures here below; 
 praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                   ELW pg. 321 

 L: Holy and gracious God, 
 

 C: I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and  
words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to you. In the name of Jesus  
Christ, I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace.  
 

L: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, in whom we are forgiven. We rest now in the   
peace of Christ and rise in the morning to serve.   

 

W O R D  

PSALMODY                            Psalm 4 

Composed for the Pilgrim Contemplative Prayer Choir by Paul Stever (winter 2020). 

1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in distress;  

    have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I call. 
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure. 

 

READINGS    Matthew 11:28-30 

John 14:27 

Romans 8:38-39  



4 

 

SUNG RESPONSE                    O Word of God (2002)                        by Ricky Manalo 

All sing the Refrain, Cantors sing the verses 

 
1. Here I am, O Lord, my God; I come to do your will.  

2. Blessed are the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 

3. Let all the nations praise you, O God! 

4. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  

SILENCE      The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silent meditation. 

OFFERING    During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings with a check or online  

donation to Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul  

You can donate directly to the Choral Scholar program by entering a dollar amount on the online 

giving page, where one of the last options says “CHORAL SCHOLAR FUND.” 

 ANTHEM                      Te Lucis Ante Terminum 

Composed for the Pilgrim Contemplative Prayer Choir by Ben Winkler (winter 2020).  

This anthem is based on the same text which can be read above, for the prelude.  

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul
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RESPONSORY

 

 

P R A Y E R S  
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L: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, all for your love’s sake.  

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who 
are wearied by the changes and chances of life

 

 LORD’S PRAYER           Our Father, God in Heaven Above                          ELW #746 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                     Text: Martin Luther   
                    Music: VATER UNSER 
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NUNC  DIMITTIS 
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S E N D I N G  

 BLESSING  

L: Gracious and merciful God, the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, bless us 
and keep us.    

 

  THE PEACE 

L:  The peace of Christ be with us always. 

POSTLUDE                 Go Now in Peace                         Hal Hopson 

 

ABOUT THIS SERVICE 

On the pilgrimage of faith, may you find this Christian community, in which we hold and support one 

another on the contemplative journey inward and outward, to be a community where God is received 

and experienced, in the fullness of God’s many names and many ways of meeting us. 

 

Into your prayer time tonight, we invite you to bring these concerns: 

• those who are in special need of healing of body, mind, or spirit 

• for the people and the leaders in all of the countries of our global village, so much in need of wholeness 

and health 

• those who are unemployed and underemployed 

• those who are the visible and invisible poor in our cities and all around the world 

• those who need to forget the God they do not believe in and meet the God who believes in them 

CHORAL CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER: COMPLINE 

Contemplative worship in our day takes a variety of forms. One of the ancient contemplative liturgies is 

Compline, also known as “Prayer at the Close of the Day,” and was historically the service that followed 

vespers, at a time just before bedtime. St. Benedict (480-543) is often credited with the initial compilation 

of the liturgy. You might consider listening to this recording with candlelight or other dim light, perhaps 

as a meditative aid in your preparation for bedtime.  
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ABOUT PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Pilgrim is a home for hungry minds and souls. In this these days, many of us are discovering our longings 
for a spiritual life and a faith community. If you are not already a part of a faith community, we invite you 
to bring your spiritual journeys to this Lutheran Christian place. We invite you to find in Pilgrim Lutheran 
a home for your hungry minds and souls. Pilgrim Lutheran Church is an ELCA Congregation, a Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation, and a member of Congregations Caring for Creation. 
 

On Being a “Reconciling in Christ Congregation” 

Welcoming Statement (adopted on May 18, 2003) 

We are pilgrims who have been called by Christ to reconciliation and wholeness. Pilgrim therefore 
welcomes all hungry minds and souls into the full participation of our life together and delights in our 
opportunities to know God. When Christ claims a person in Baptism the promises are not conditional. 
Although people who are gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered have been excluded from some 
congregations, Pilgrim welcomes you. Pilgrim also welcomes people who have been excluded because of 
issues such as race, economic status, mental or physical disabilities. We pledge to our community and to 
the universal church that we will strive to welcome all in the name of Christ to join us in our life together 
and in our outreach to the world. Pilgrim is a diverse group of believers redeemed and united into the Body 
of Christ. This diversity enriches, nourishes and challenges our ministry. Pilgrim offers to all who wish to 
be a part of our community this assurance: “you are no longer strangers or aliens, but fellow citizens and 
members of God’s household.” (Eph. 2:19) 

ABOUT PILGRIM’S CHORAL SCHOLAR PROGRAM 

Pilgrim Lutheran has been privileged to welcome Choral Scholars into our music ministry. Our music 

and worship offerings are much richer in quality and quantity, with their help and support. Pilgrim needs 

to raise about $4,000 in order to afford to pay our Choral Scholars for the 2020-2021 season. We already 

have an anonymous donor who approximately matches that level of support, and we now need others to 

join in raising this other half of those necessary monies. Our Choral Scholars are the primary voices that 

support this recorded service (as well as the music for all recorded services since the Governor’s “stay-at-

home” orders began at the end of March). You can read more about these outstanding young adults 

below. 

Service Leaders  Pilgrim Staff 

Pilgrim Choral Scholars and choir members 

 

 

 Rev. Carol Tomer, Lead Pastor 

(See below)  Pastor Jen Rome, Pastor of Next Generation Ministries 

Paul Stever, Organist, Tenor, and Music Director  Rev. Lynn Peterson, Pastor in Residence 

Carol Tomer, Liturgist  Paul Stever, Organist, Music & Chancel Choir Director 

Melanie Ruda, Reader  Maggie Priola, Director of Children’s Choirs 

  Dick Hensold, Composer-in-Residence 

  Pamela Erwin, Interim Director of Shared Ministry 

  KateTosteson, Rachel Boelke, and Matthew Anderson, 

  Interim Faith Formation Staff Team 

  Cathy Salin, Business Manager 

  Mary Brodd, Office Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

  Chuck Regal, Custodian 

  Denika Anderson, Communications Specialist 

ABOUT PILGRIM LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Pilgrim is a home for hungry minds and souls. In this these days, many 
of us are discovering our longings for a spiritual life and a faith 
community. If you are not already a part of a faith community, we 
invite you to bring your spiritual journeys to this Lutheran Christian 
place. We invite you to find in Pilgrim Lutheran a home for your hungry 
minds and souls. Pilgrim Lutheran Church is an ELCA Congregation, a 
Reconciling in Christ Congregation, and a member of Congregations Caring for 
Creation. 

 

On Being a “Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation” 

Welcoming Statement (adopted on May 18, 2003) 

We are pilgrims who have been called by Christ to reconciliation and 
wholeness. Pilgrim therefore welcomes all hungry minds and souls 
into the full participation of our life together and delights in our 
opportunities to know God. When Christ claims a person in Baptism 
the promises are not conditional. Although people who are gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered have been excluded from some 
congregations, Pilgrim welcomes you. Pilgrim also welcomes people 
who have been excluded because of issues such as race, economic 
status, mental or physical disabilities. We pledge to our community 
and to the universal church that we will strive to welcome all in the 
name of Christ to join us in our life together and in our outreach to 
the world. Pilgrim is a diverse group of believers redeemed and united 
into the Body of Christ. This diversity enriches, nourishes and 
challenges our ministry. Pilgrim offers to all who wish to be a part of 
our community this assurance: “you are no longer strangers or aliens, 
but fellow citizens and members of God’s household.” (Eph. 2:19) 
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Sarah Adair has been with the Choral Scholars at Pilgrim since 2015, as an alto. She is currently working 

full-time as a phlebotomist for the American Red Cross in blood collections and works as a CNA (or 

nurse assistant) on-call for Episcopal Homes. She graduated in 2019 from the University of St. Thomas 

with a degree in Business Administration & Public Health minor and played in the St. Thomas String 

Orchestra from 2015-2019. She currently teaches violin on the side and enjoys any music involvement in 

her free time. 

 

Yilun Dong is a countertenor and bass-baritone. He is originally from China, and currently a second year 

doctoral student in vocal performance major in University of Minnesota. He received his master's degree 

in vocal performance from the University of Wyoming. His research concentration is Baroque vocal 

music. As a choral music enthusiast, he also sang and conducted in different university choirs in Beijing, 

China for several years. Yilun joined the Contemplative Prayer Choir in fall 2019.  

 

Maggie Priola is originally from Rockford, IL. She graduated from Luther College in Decorah, IA with 

a bachelor’s degree in Vocal Music. She is now happy to be a Saint Paul resident and has loved working 

and worshipping at Pilgrim for the last two years. She has a strong background in vocal, choral, and 

liturgical music as well as musical theatre. With her musical background, she directs children's choirs, 

teaches voice, and informally writes music. She is also in the final stages of completing her master’s 

degree in Counseling from Saint Mary's University. She loves to spend her free time connecting with 

people, listening to podcasts and audiobooks, writing, dancing, laughing, and practicing yoga. 

 

Ben Winkler is in his third year at Luther Seminary, where he is focusing on the ways that Systematic 

Theology can find practical application in a ministry setting. Ben is an active musician in the Twin Cities, 

performing with The Singers MCA, the Oratory Bach Society, Vox Nova, and Opera on Tap. Ben is a 

tenor choral scholar for Pilgrim Lutheran and sings and occasionally writes music for the Choral 

Compline service. Ben currently waits tables to supplement income while he is in seminary and is an avid 

collector of leisure books that he claims he'll have time to read in the summer. 

 ABOUT MUSIC AT PILGRIM LUTHERAN 

More information about current music and worship offerings will be available on our webpage at 
PilgrimStPaul.org as things unfold in this time of crisis. In the 2019-2020 season, our adult choir 
ministries were expanded. In addition to our SATB Chancel Choir of about 15-20 members, we now 
have a new men’s choir of about 12 singers called the “Pilgrim Contemplative Prayer Choir,” which has 
led Compline and Taize evening worship at Pilgrim and around the Twin Cities.  
 
The Pilgrim Contemplative Prayer Choir, now in its first season, is an outgrowth of the ministry of 
the Minnesota Compline Choir, a choir that offered live and radio broadcasts of compline worship 
services for over 25 years. For information about auditions and schedule for the Pilgrim Contemplative 
Prayer Choir, go to https://www.pilgrimstpaul.org/choral-contemplative-prayer. 

 


