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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home! 
 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health guidelines, 
for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping our physical dis- 
tance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. As a Pilgrim communi- 
ty, we will not be gathering in the flesh for worship for an unknown period of 
time, but we are seeking ways to provide support for worshipping at home, 
for caring for one another, and for nurturing our journeys of faith. 
 
This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you in wor- 
shipping at home on this Sunday. We invite you to participate in this experi- 
ence of the good news of the gospel in whatever ways make most sense for 
you. It might mean pushing the pause button at any point, or journeying 
through this experience repeatedly in the coming days. We offer this as one 
way to support you in feeling connected to God and to the Pilgrim body of 
Christ and to the body of Christ around the world. 
 
This online bulletin is not filled with our usual announcements in the back of 
the bulletin. We commend you to Pilgrim community emails (always posted 
on the Pilgrim website homepage), as well as the Pilgrim monthly newsletter 
(posted on the Pilgrim website), where we will continue to share updates. 
Today, we continue our July worship series, titled: Lessons from Nature in a 
Time of Trial: Meeting Christ in Creation, Parables, and Crisis. Each Sunday’s 
service is paired with a field trip. Details can be found in the July Pilgrim 
newsletter on the Pilgrim website. One week before each worship service, we 
are providing a Field Trip Guide, along with a reading recording to accompa- 
ny your field trip. The focus for today’s worship service is: Nature's Instruc- 
tion for Living Deliberately and the scripture focus is: Parable of the Weeds. 
 
In these challenging days in our world, we are grateful for the gift of worship, 
that invites us to bring the fullness of our personal and community sorrows 
and joys to the God who holds us all, in all, through all. 

Worship at Home 



 3 

 

 L: = Leader  

Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

PRELUDE Sunlight in My Soul/Sunshine  arr. by Brandt Adams 

Matthais Baese, French Horn; Paul Stever, piano  (virtual recording) 

 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

CENTERING SONG  Hey, Ho based on a Hungarian round 

Sung once, then in a round 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

L: Gracious God, you proclaim your grace throughout creation — in trees and 
flowers and clouds and stars.  You teach us through the parables of  

 Jesus.  You guide us through the crises of these very days. 
 

C: In field trips, in scripture, in prayer, in life, you are speaking and 
moving among us. 

 

L: In the parables of Jesus — of soils, weeds, the Good Samaritan, and the 
mustard — you are present, speaking on the ground and in the mystery of 
it all.  In creeks and rushing waters, in playing and running in open fields, 
in gardens and neighborhoods, in animals of every amazing kind, you are 
present, speaking on the ground and in the mystery of it all.  In community 
and tragedy, in sickness and wholeness, in justice-making and healing, you 
are present, speaking on the ground and in the mystery of it all. 

 

C: Gracious God, in all of this — in creation, in scripture, in crisis —
thank you for coming to us, proclaiming the gospel and grace of the 
risen Christ.  In you, we live and move and have our being, with  

 gratitude.  Amen.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING PRAYER by 

Carol Tomer 

“God writes the gospel 

not in the Bible alone, 

but on trees and flow-

ers and clouds and 

stars.”  

― Martin Luther  

Lessons from Nature in a Time of Trial:  

Meeting Christ in Creation,  

Parables, and Crisis 

CENTERING SONG 

Text adapted from  

Martin Luther,  

by Carol Tomer 
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GATHERING HYMN  O God of All Creation  Holst/Forster 

POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Leslie Tunstall 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

GATHERING HYMN 

This melody is from 

The Planets, an or-

chestral suite by 

Gustav Holst. Ralph 

Vaughan Williams 

first included it as a 

hymn tune in Songs 

of Praise in 1926.  
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PSALM 119:41-48  Refrain Music by Glenn Burleigh (1991) 

Psalm Refrain (1st time — Choir sings, All repeat) 

Choir sings the odd verses, All sing the even verses. 

41Let your steadfast love come to | me, O Lord, 

and your salvation, according | to your promise. 
42Then shall I have a word for | those who taunt me, 

because I trust | in your word. 
43Do not take the word of truth out | of my mouth, 

for my hope is | in your judgments. 
44I will always | keep your teaching, 

forev- | er and ever.  REFRAIN 
45I will | walk at liberty, 

because I study | your commandments. 
46I will tell of your decrees | before kings 

and will not | be ashamed. 
47I will delight in | your commandments, 

your commandments | that I love. 
48I will lift up my hands to | your commandments, 

and I will meditate | on your statutes.  REFRAIN 
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GOSPEL READING  Matthew 13:24-30, NRSV 
24He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 28He 
answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want 
us to go and gather them?' 29But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'" 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE Hallelujah ELW № 171 

Sung once, then in a round 

 
SERMON  Pamela Erwin 

GOSPEL  

RESPONSE 

Music: Mus-

cogee (Creek) 

Indian  
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SERMON HYMN Lord, Your Hands Have Formed ELW № 554 

PEACE The peace of Christ is with us now and always.  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 

SERMON HYMN 

From the Philippines 
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MUSICAL OFFERING Now Join We to Praise the Creator James Biery 

Kim Spear, flute; Choral Scholars and choir members 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  
L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

L:  To God, the gardener and caretaker of our souls ,Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   

 Amen.  

BLESSING  
 
SENDING HYMN  We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW № 680 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

This version of the 

Lord's Prayer, with 

the words "save us in 

the time of trial," is 

from the Iona Com-

munity in Scotland. 

SENDING HYMN 

Music by Luis Olivieri 
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE God Created Heaven and Earth: March arr. by Charles Lenz 
  
 

Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

Cover photo © Mike Reese. Used with permission. 

 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Pamela  Erwin 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Choral Scholars and choir members; Kim Spear, flute; Matthais Baese, 

French Horn  

Point for Pilgrims — Leslie Tunstall 

Prayers — Karla Leitzman 
. 

POSTLUDE 

Based on ELW 

738, a melody 

and text from 

Taiwan.  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 

Pilgrim Staff  
Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director ................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs .................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Interim Director of Shared Ministry ................................................... Pamela Erwin 

Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries  ................... Alex Theship-Rosales 

Business Manager ........................................................................................ Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson 

Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 

Custodian/M@P Support ......................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


