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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home! 
 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health guidelines, 
for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping our physical dis-
tance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you in wor-
shipping at home on this Sunday. We invite you to participate in this experi-
ence of the good news of the gospel in whatever ways make most sense for 
you. It might mean pushing the pause button at any point, or journeying 
through this experience repeatedly in the coming days. We offer this as one 
way to support you in feeling connected to God and to the Pilgrim body of 
Christ and to the body of Christ around the world. 

Today’s worship is A Service of Mercy and Justice. Guest preacher Michele 
Braley (her bio is found at the end of this bulletin) will reflect on the movie 
Just Mercy, and the worship service will be followed by a forum on criminal 
justice reform, led by Minnesota leader Gwen Walz. About her forum, she 
writes: “My mother, a teacher and church organist, frequently told me that I 
must do the work in front of me. When I was growing up, I thought that 
meant the dinner dishes. It was not! Mom's words have challenged me to look 
and listen — to ponder and propose — to seek and pray — to build commu-
nity around the most challenging issues in front of me. As an educator, that 
began with the Bard Prison Initiative, a college in prison program, and has 
grown into the work in Minnesota that I believe will bring public and private 
entities together for criminal justice reform. In the midst of this journey, I will 
share the work in front of me and reflect on the Lutheran call for reform.” 

Worship at Home 
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 L: = Leader  

Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

“There is a strength, a power even, in understanding brokenness, because embracing our brokenness 

creates a need and desire for mercy, and perhaps a corresponding need to show mercy. " 

― Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption     

PRELUDE Prelude on THAXTED David Cherwien 
 

SILENCE   The singing bowl invites us into a few moments of silence and reflection. 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A TIME OF REPENTANCE   
 

L: People of God, we know that sometimes Jesus calls us into discomfort that 

we might be changed. We hold faith that Christ is with us in our discomfort. 

We know that in Christ there is no longer Greek nor Jew, slave nor free, black 

nor white. We know that in Jesus’ first sermon as recorded in Luke, he opened 

a scroll and read the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because God has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

God has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 

We know that Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor as ourselves and to 

give up what we have and follow him.  

We know Jesus commanded we not only confess, but repent of our sin.  
 

Let us join together in repentance as individuals and as a community 
 

C: We turn from the power and privilege afforded us through the legacy 

of slavery. We repent of our desire for power over others.  We turn to-

wards working for God’s ways of love and justice.  
 

We commit to learning about racial inequality and working for racial jus-

tice.  We commit to dismantling white privilege in our own hearts, the 

hearts of those around us, and the systems we have created to uphold it. 

We commit to being not just not racist, but being anti-racist.  We commit 

to dismantling racial injustice in this congregation, the larger church, and 

all of our communities, through study and action. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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L: In making these commitments together, we begin the work of dismantling 

the legacy of slavery. Let us hold one another accountable to this work, in the 

name of Christ. 

 

GOD’S GRACE DECLARED 

L: Through the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we are forgiven all of our 

sins. Go out in the spirit of repentance, and sin no more.  

 

GATHERING HYMN Let Streams of Living Justice ELW № 710 

GATHERING HYMN 

Text: William Whitla 

Music: Gustav Holst 

THAXTED 
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POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Joan Haan 

 

PSALM 130  Music by Paul Stever 

Psalm Refrain (1st time — organ plays, All repeat) 

Choir sings the odd verses, All sing the even verses. 

1Out | of the depths 
 I cry to | you, O Lord; 
2O Lord, | hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
 O Lord, | who could stand? 
4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
 in order that you | may be feared.  REFRAIN 
5I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 
 in your word | is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those  
  who keep watch | for the morning, 
 more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 
 with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 
 from | all their sins.  REFRAIN 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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 GOSPEL READING  John 11:17-45 
17When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb for four days. 18Since Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, 
19many people had come out to console Martha and Mary about their brother. 
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary 
stayed at home with the mourners. 
 

21When she got to Jesus, Martha said, “If you had been here, my brother would 
never have died! 22Yet even now, I am sure that God will give you whatever you 
ask.” 
 

23“Your brother will rise again!” Jesus assured her. 24Martha replied, “I know he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25Jesus told her, 
 “ I am the Resurrection, 
and I am Life: 
those who believe in me 
will live, even if they die; 
 

26and those who are alive and believe in me will never die. 
 

 “Do you believe this?” 
 

27“Yes!” Martha replied. “I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, God’s 
Only Begotten, the One who is coming into the world.” 
 

28When she had said this, Martha went back and called her sister Mary. “The 
Teacher is here, asking for you,” she whispered. 
 

29As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went to him. 30Jesus hadn’t gotten to 
the village yet. He was at the place where Martha had met him. 31Those who were 
there consoling her saw her get up quickly and followed Mary, thinking she was 
going to the tomb to mourn. 32When Mary got to Jesus, she fell at his feet and 
said, “If you had been here, Lazarus never would have died.” 
 

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the other mourners as well, he was troubled 
in spirit, moved by the deepest emotions. 
 

34“Where have you laid him?” Jesus asked. 
 “Come and see,” they said. 35And Jesus wept. 
 

36The people in the crowd began to remark, “See how much he loved him!” 37Oth-
ers said, “He made the blind person see; why couldn’t he have done something to 
prevent Lazarus’ death?” 
 

38Jesus was again deeply moved. They approached the tomb, which was a cave 
with a stone in front of it. 39“Take away the stone,” Jesus directed. 
 

Martha said, “Rabbi, it has been four days now. By this time there will be a 
stench.” 
 

40Jesus replied, “Didn’t I assure you that if you believed you would see the glory 
of God?” 41So they took the stone away. 
 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Abba, thank you for having heard me. 
42I know that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, 
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that they might believe that you sent me!” 
 

43Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
 

44And Lazarus came out of the tomb, still bound hand and foot with linen 
strips, his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus told the crowd, “Untie him and let 
him go free.” 
 

45Many of those who had come to console Martha and Mary, and saw what 
Jesus did, put their faith in him. 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON  Michele Braley 

PEACE The peace of Christ is with us now and always.  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Bambelela (Never Give Up)  South African Traditional 

 Corissa Bussian, soprano; Choral Scholars and choir members 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  

L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L:  Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forev-
er.  Amen.  

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 
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BLESSING  
 
SENDING HYMN   Let Justice Flow like Streams ELW № 717  

DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Toccata on THAXTED (excerpt) David Cherwien 
 
Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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About Our Worship Today  
Preaching  Minister — Michele Braley 

Presiding Ministers— Pastor Carol Tomer and Pastor Jen Rome  

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Choral Scholars and choir members 

Prayers — Janet Erickson 

Point for Pilgrims —  Joan Haan  
Reader —  Ellie Greseth 

 

Michele Braley is the Program Director for Seward Longfellow Restora-

tive Justice, a position she has held for more than 11 years. In addition to 

being a restorative conference facilitator, Michele is trained in peace-

making circles and as a facilitator for victim-offender dialogue in crimes 

of severe violence. She has a Master’s degree in Social Work and is on the 

adjunct faculty at the University of St. Thomas. 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 

Pilgrim Staff  
Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs ................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Interim Director of Shared Ministry ................................................... Pamela Erwin 

Director Of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries ................... Alex Theship-Rosales 

Business Manager ....................................................................................... Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson 

Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 

Custodian/M@P Support......................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


