
   

 

P
il

g
ri

m
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 C

h
u

rc
h

 
P

a
lm

 S
u

n
d

a
y

 

A
p

ri
l 

5
, 2

0
2

0
 



 2 

 

PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

Welcome to Worship at Home — by Pastor Carol Tomer 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health guidelines 
and seek to make healthy choices, for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we 
are keeping our physical distance.  But we are still connected in the body of 
Christ.  As a Pilgrim community, we will not be gathering in the flesh for worship 
for an unknown period of time, but we will be seeking out ways to provide sup-
port for worshipping at home and for nurturing our journeys of faith. 
 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering in place of gathering for 
morning worship this Sunday.  We invite you to participate in this experience of 
the gospel in whatever ways make most sense of you.  It might mean pushing 
the pause button at any point, or journeying through this experience repeatedly 
in the coming days.  We offer this as one way to support you in feeling connected 
to God and to the Pilgrim body of Christ and to the body of Christ around the 
world. 
 

This online bulletin is not filled with our usual announcements in the back of the 
bulletin.   Our plans as a Pilgrim community continue to evolve, along with the 
journeys of everyone these days.  We commend you to the Pilgrim website, 
where we will continue to post updates.  We are not including our Pilgrim pray-
er list in this online bulletin, because of privacy concerns, as this online bulletin 
will be accessible widely.  But, our prayers continue, for each other and God’s 
whole world. 
 

In that spirit, here is the way church musician Tom Trenney, from Nebraska, has 
described our life together as the church in these days: 
 

Music is not cancelled. It will just sound a little different for a while. 
Church is not cancelled. Worship will just look a little different for a 
while. Relationships will not be cancelled. They will just feel a little dif-
ferent for a while. Faith will not be cancelled. It will just grow in differ-
ent ways for a while. Love will not be cancelled. In fact, we will need 
more of it for a while. Grace and peace be with you all as we find our way 
in this new wilderness. 
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L: = Leader  
Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

  

PRELUDE Ride On, Ride On Charles Lenz 

Paul Stever, organ 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Christ. 
C: Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL  Matthew 21:1-11 

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1As they approached Jerusalem, entering Beth-Phage at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent off two disciples 2with the instructions, “Go into the village straight 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a tethered donkey with her colt 
standing beside her. Untie them and lead them back to me. 3If anyone ques-
tions you, say, The Rabbi needs them.’ Then they will let them go at once.” 
4This came about to fulfill what was said through the prophet:  
   

5“Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Your Sovereign comes to you without display, rid-
ing on a donkey, on a colt—the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
   

6So the disciples went off and did what Jesus had ordered. 7They brought the 
donkey and her colt, and after they laid their cloaks on the animals, Jesus 
mounted and rode toward the city. 8Great crowds of people spread their cloaks 
on the road, while some began to cut branches from the trees and lay them 
along the path. 9The crowds—those who went in front of Jesus and those who 
followed—were all shouting, 
    

“Hosanna to the Heir to the House of David! Blessed is the One who comes in 
the name of the Most High! Hosanna in the highest!” 
   

10As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred to its depths, demand-
ing, “Who is this?” 11And the crowd kept answering, “This is the prophet Jesus, 
from Nazareth in Galilee!” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Worship at Home 
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GATHERING HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW № 344 
As you sing this hymn, you are invited to wave a palm, or a picture of a palm 

that you made, or a contemporary symbol of hope and freedom. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: O God, you process into our lives and lead us in the loving ways of Jesus, to 
serve as he served others every step of the way. Let us join in this joyful 
procession, confessing with our lips, following with our feet, and praising 
with our lives Christ, our Savior, with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Adam Arnold 

 

READING  Philippians 2:5-11 (NRSV) 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death — 
even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
10so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ reigns, 
to the glory of God. 

 

L: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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PSALM 118  Refrain music by Alfred Fedak 

Psalm Refrain (1st time — Cantor sings, All repeat) 

Cantor sings the odd verses, All sing the even verses. 

19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
 I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord. 
20“This is the gate | of the Lord; 
 here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
 and you have become | my salvation. 
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
 has become the chief | cornerstone.  
23By the Lord has | this been done; 
 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | Lord has made; 
 let us rejoice and be | glad in it.  REFRAIN 
25Hosanna! | O Lord, save us! 
 We pray to you, Lord, pros- | per our days! 
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord; 
 we bless you from the house | of the Lord. 
27The Lord is God and has giv- | en us light. 
 Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar. 
28You are my God, and | I will thank you; 
 you are my God, and I | will exalt you. 
29Give thanks to the Lord, | for the Lord is good; 
 God’s mercy en- | dures forever.  REFRAIN 

The singing bowl invites 

us into a few moments of 
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GOSPEL   Matthew 27:11-31 (NRSV) 
11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, "Are you 
the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You say so." 12But when he was accused by 
the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, "Do 
you not hear how many accusations they make against you?" 14But he gave him 
no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed. 
15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prison-
er, called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, 
"Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?" 18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had 
handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
word to him, "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suf-
fered a great deal because of a dream about him." 20Now the chief priests and 
the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 
21The governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to re-
lease for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 22Pilate said to them, "Then what 
should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?" All of them said, "Let him be 
crucified!" 23Then he asked, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all 
the more, "Let him be crucified!" 
24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was begin-
ning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am 
innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves." 25Then the people as a 
whole answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!" 26So he released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be cruci-
fied. 
27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquar-
ters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and 
put a scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they 
put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and 
mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 30They spat on him, and took the 
reed and struck him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of the 
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 
L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON   Pastor Carol Tomer 

 

MUSIC The Unanswered Question Charles Ives, 1930-1935 
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PEACE The peace of Christ is with us now and always.  

 

OFFERING INVITATION  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! arr. Richard Gieseke 

  Pilgrim choir members & Paul Stever, organ 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  
L: God of mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
L: Our Self-Offering God, Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING 
 

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Text may be found on 

page 11. 
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SENDING HYMN Crown Him With Many Crowns ELW № 855 
Vss. 1, 3, & 5 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Jesus Shall Reign Timothy Albrecht 
 Paul Stever, organ 

Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman &   Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, Pianist, and Cantor — Paul Stever 

Musicians —Brett Kahnert, saxophone; Pilgrim Choral Scholars and choir mem-

bers, who recorded on March 26, before the Governor’s “Stay at home” order 

began 

Prayers — Heather Ninow 

Reader — Coralie Hunter 

Recording Support — Maggie Priola 
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Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! 

 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; 

 O Savior meek, your road pursue, 

 with palms and scattered garments strewed. 

 

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 In lowly pomp ride on to die. 

 O Christ, your triumphs now begin 

 o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

 

 

 

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 The hosts of angels in the sky 

 look down with sad and wond'ring eyes 

 to see the approaching sacrifice. 

 

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

 In lowly pomp ride on to die, 

 bow your meek head to mortal pain, 

 then take, O Christ, your pow'r and reign! 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791-1868, alt. 
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