
Katy Murphy and Steve Plachinski,  
Johnson Leadership and Creativity Fellows 
 

Steve and Katy will serve as Fellows from February to October 2017. Katy and Steve will support 
the development and growth of the Pilgrim Sojourners concept, especially through the support of 
Sunday evening Spiritual Enrichment events in spring and fall. Here is some biographical 
information about Katy and Steve, in their own words: 

 

Hello Pilgrim members and friends! We are Katy 
Murphy and Steve Plachinski. Many 
affectionately refer to us as the ‘Murph-chinskis’. 
We are friends of Pilgrim and regularly attend 
and assist at Pilgrim’s Sunday evening services.  
 
We currently reside in the Hamline-Midway 
neighborhood of St. Paul and have lived in the 
Twin Cities for the last two and a half years. Katy 
grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Steve 
grew up in Knoxville, Tennessee. We met during 
our undergraduate education in Cincinnati, Ohio 
and were eventually married in October 2012. 
We lived in Wisconsin for several years and 
moved to the Twin Cities so that Katy could 

continue her education at the University of Minnesota. She is a public health nurse 
and currently works at the School of Public Health at the U of MN. Steve is an 
environmental/sustainability professional and works primarily in manufacturing 
settings. In our free time, we enjoy long bicycle rides, cooking and home preserving, 
and exploring wilderness areas around Minnesota.  
 
We both grew up Catholic but have participated in and contributed to 
contemplative/meditative worship offerings at churches of various Christian 
denominations over the last several years. Katy initially discovered Pilgrim’s 
Nordic/Celtic services in 2008 during her 1-year volunteer program in St. Paul, and 
we were happy to see that these services were still offered after our move to the Twin 
Cities. We are excited to strengthen our relationship with the Pilgrim and help 
support Pilgrim’s efforts to create and expand community! 
 
Fellowships are made possible by a gift of Mardell Johnson, in memory of her daughter Karen 
Johnson, the gifts of other generous Pilgrims, and by a Thrivent Lutheran Grant. 


