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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

Welcome to Worship at Home, on this Ascension Sunday,  
in the Easter Season! 

 
In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health guidelines, 
for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping our physical dis-
tance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. As a Pilgrim communi-
ty, we will not be gathering in the flesh for worship for an unknown period of 
time, but we are seeking ways to provide support for worshipping at home, 
for caring for one another, and for nurturing our journeys of faith. 
 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering to support you in wor-
shipping at home on this Sunday. We invite you to participate in this experi-
ence of the good news of the gospel in whatever ways make most sense for 
you. It might mean pushing the pause button at any point, or journeying 
through this experience repeatedly in the coming days. We offer this as one 
way to support you in feeling connected to God and to the Pilgrim body of 
Christ and to the body of Christ around the world. 
 

This online bulletin is not filled with our usual announcements in the back of 
the bulletin. We commend you to Pilgrim community emails (always posted 
on the Pilgrim website homepage), as well as the Pilgrim monthly newsletter 
(posted on the Pilgrim website), where we will continue to share updates. 
 

In these next four weeks, our worship is shaped by an Easter Season Sermon 
Series, titled: 
 

“Staying Home, Healing Widely.” Here’s the overview of the sermon series: 
 

May 3: Longing  May 10: Wayfinding  
May 17: Connecting  May 24: Changing 
 

Today is the last Sunday in this sermon series. And it’s also Ascension Sun-
day. The Day of Ascension always falls on the 40th day of the Easter season, 
which is a Thursday. So, we are marking it on the Sunday following that day. 
And today’s worship service is an evening service. Here is how we are fram-
ing this service: 
 

Changing: Looking Up and Beyond the Sunset 
An Ascension Sunday Evening Worship Service  

of Hymns and Reflections 

Worship at Home 
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L: = Leader  
Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

  

PRELUDE Sicut Cervus G. P.  Palestrina  

Yilun Dong, Maggie Priola, Paul Stever, and Ben Winkler 

 

SILENCE FOR CENTERING  

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN FOR CENTERING Christ, Mighty Savior ELW № 560 
 

1. Christ, mighty Savior, Light of all creation, 

 You make the daytime radiant with the sunlight 

 And to the night give glittering adornment, 

 Stars in the heavens. 
 

2. Now comes the day's end as the sun is setting: 

 Mirror of daybreak, pledge of resurrection; 

 While in the heavens choirs of stars appearing 

 Hallow the nightfall. 
 

3. Therefore we come now evening rites to offer, 

 Joyfully chanting holy hymns to praise you, 

 With all creation joining hearts and voices 

 Singing your glory. 
 

4. Give heed, we pray you, to our supplication: 

 That you may grant us pardon for offenses, 

 Strength for our weak hearts, rest for aching bodies, 

 Soothing the weary. 
 

5. Though bodies slumber, hearts shall keep their vigil, 

 Forever resting in the peace of Jesus, 

 In light or darkness worshiping our Savior 

 Now and forever. 
 

Text:  Christe, lux mundi;  Mozarabic Rite, 10th C.; tr. by Alan G. McDougall, 1895-1964, rev. by Anne K. 

LeCroy, b.1930, and others; Music: INNISFREE FARM, Richard W. Dirksen 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

The Latin text, from 

Psalm 42, means 

 

As a deer longs for 

springs of water, so 

longs my soul for you, O 

God.  
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POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Anne Hall 
 

READING  Acts 1:1-11 

In my earlier account, Theophilus, I dealt with everything that Jesus had done 
and taught, 2from the beginning until the day he was taken up, after he had 
given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After 
the Passion, Jesus appeared alive to the apostles – confirmed through many 
convincing proofs – over the course of forty days, and spoke to them about the 
reign of God. 
4On one occasion, Jesus told them not to leave Jerusalem. “Wait, rather, for 
what God has promised, of which you have heard me speak,” Jesus said. 5“John 
baptized with water, but within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
6While meeting together they asked, “Has the time come, Rabbi? Are you going 
to restore sovereignty to Israel?” 
7Jesus replied, “It’s not for you to know times or dates that Abba God has de-
cided. 8You will receive power w hen the Holy Spirit comes upon you; then you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the ends of the earth.” 
9Having said this, Jesus was lifted up in a cloud before their eyes and taken 
from their sight. 10They were still gazing up into the heavens when two mes-
sengers dressed in white stood beside them. 11“You Galileans – why are you 
standing here looking up at the skies?” they asked. “Jesus, who has been taken 
from you – this same Jesus will return, in the same way you watch him go into 
heaven.” 
 

L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION  Pastor Carol Tomer 

 

SOLO To You, before the Close of Day ELW № 567 

 

1 To you, before the close of day, 2 Save us from troubled, restless sleep, 
 Creator of the world, we pray.  from all ill dreams your children keep; 
 Your grace and peace to us allow  so calm our minds that fears may cease 
 and be our guard and keeper now.  and rested bodies wake in peace. 
 
3 A healthy life we ask of you, 4 Creator, this we ask be done 
 the fire of love in us renew,  through Jesus Christ, your only Son, 
 and when the dawn new light   whom with the Spirit we adore, 
 will bring,  with you, one God forevermore. Amen. 
 your praise and glory we shall sing.   
  
Text: Compline office hymn, c. 6th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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READING  Ephesians 1:15-23 

From the time I first heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of 
the holy ones, 16I have never stopped thanking God for you and remembering 
you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Savior Jesus Christ, the God of 
glory, will give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation, to bring you to a rich 
knowledge of the Creator. 
18I pray that God will enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see the 
hope this call holds for you – the promised glories that God’s holy ones will 
inherit, 19and the infinitely great power that is exercised for us who believe. 
You can tell this from the strength of God’s power at work in Jesus, 20the power 
used to raise Christ from the dead and to seat Christ in heaven at God’s right 
hand, 21far above every sovereignty, authority, power or dominion, and above 
any other name that can be named – not only in this age, but also in the age to 
come. 22God has put all things under Christ’s feet and made Christ, as the ruler 
of everything, the head of the church, 23and the church is Christ’s body; it’s the 
fullness of the One who fills all of creation. 
 

L: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory ELW № 561 
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GOSPEL  Luke 24:44-53 

Then Jesus said to them, “Remember the words I spoke when I was still with you: 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the psalms 
had to be fulfilled.” 
45The Jesus opened their minds to the understanding of the scriptures, 46saying, 
“That is why the scriptures say that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day. 47In the Messiah’s name, repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins will be preached to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 
all this. 
49“Take note: I am sending forth what Abba God has promised to you. Remain here 
in the city until you are clothed with the power from on high.” 
50Then Jesus took them to the outskirts of Bethany, and with upraised hands 
blessed the disciples. 51While blessing them, the savior left them and was carried 
up to heaven. 52The disciples worshiped the risen Christ and returned to Jerusa-
lem full of joy. 53They were found in the Temple constantly, speaking the praises 
of God. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION  Pastor Carol Tomer 
  
HYMN Now It Is Evening ELW № 572 

The singing bowl invites 

us into a few moments of 



 7 

 

OFFERING 

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING     Look, Now He Stands! Carl Schalk 

Choral Scholars  Yilun Dong, Maggie Priola, and Ben Winkler 
 

1 Look, now he stands! Stones could not hold him down for long; 
 the Risen One is made upright and moves again. 
 He speaks, he is God’s wish of life raised up for all: 
 our Lord Christ lives in resurrection strength made strong. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2 O Living One, we hear you shout this risen news; 
 your cry we catch from far beyond the edge of death. 
 Your call to life beats our heartbeat and sounds your hope: 
 yes, yes, you live! Bend over us, renew our breath. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
3 This broken world is touched by Christ; oh, rise and live, 
 creation, rise. Your Lord is risen, ris’n indeed! 
 He shapes all things, transforming them; he makes them new: 
 He blesses all existence in the living God. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4 Celebrate him! His new creation rises great 
 with cosmic scope. Christ Jesus takes his Father’s world; 
 he hosts in joy the new humanity; he toasts 
 the whole new work, the resurrected universe. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Text: George Utech, b. 1931 

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 
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SUNG PRAYERS  from Holden Evening Prayer  by Marty Haugen 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

L: Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to   
     your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live  
     your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L:  God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray.  
 Light of all creation, Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   

 Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

This version of the Lord's 

Prayer, with the words 

"save us in the time of 

trial," is from the Iona 

Community in Scotland. 
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BEDTIME PRAYER Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow ELW № 568 
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DISMISSAL 
L: The peace of Christ is with us always. Let us go in that peace,… 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Has Ended   Arr. David Cherwien 
 Paul Stever, organ 

Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman &   Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Pastor Carol Tomer 

Presiding Minister — Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians — Choral Scholars Yilun Dong, Maggie Priola, Ben Winkler 

Readers — Bill Jolitz, Nonny Smith 

Point for Pilgrims — Anne Hall 
. 

Reflecting on Today's Ephesians Passage 

Artwork: Malin Moore 
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