
Introducing Anthony Bankes  
Johnson Leadership and Creativity Fellow 
 
 
This summer, June through August, we are pleased to welcome Anthony Bankes to our 
community as a Johnson Leadership and Creativity Fellow. Anthony will work with a small 
group of Pilgrim youth between grades 6 and 12 to create multi-media profiles about who they 
are as gifted children of God. These multi-media profiles will be shared with the Pilgrim 
congregation through a series of weekly church emails. Anthony will also prepare a piece of 
writing on a theme relevant to the mission of Pilgrim, to satisfy his summer internship goals 
through Bethel University. This piece will also be shared with the Pilgrim community. Here is 
a little more about Anthony, in his own words: 
 

Hello Pilgrim family! My name is Anthony Bankes, and I am so 
excited and grateful for the opportunity to be a Johnson 
Leadership and Creativity Fellow at Pilgrim this summer. I’m a 
writer, a questioner, and a doubter, often finding myself with 
more questions than answers in my journey so far. I grew up as 
a pastor’s kid at Venture Christian Church, a non-
denominational church that my parents started together. 
Venture shut down during my middle school years, and I will 
always remember Venture as showing me both how beautiful 
and painful the church can be. From there, my family moved to 
New Hope Church, an evangelical free church where we stayed 
until I finished high school. Throughout my college years, I 
have visited a range of Episcopalian, Lutheran, Pentecostal, 

and Presbyterian churches, and currently find myself in a searching phase regarding a church 
home.  
 
I’m currently entering my last semester at Bethel University, majoring in Biblical/Theological 
Studies and Reconciliation Studies, with minors in Gender Studies and Creative Writing. 
Halfway through my time at Bethel, I took a year and a half off and moved to Duluth, Minnesota 
to pursue writing a novel. While there, I finished my first young adult novel, Yellowtree, which 
centers on the reconciliation between two best friends through summer camp counseling. 
Writing this novel helped me process my own pain and confusion before returning to Bethel 
ready to dive into my studies. My majors and minors have continually expanded my ways of 
thinking, encouraged me to ask challenging questions and express my doubts openly, and 
revealed the importance of listening to the voices of the marginalized and oppressed. 
 
Through my time at Bethel, I have worked as a head editor for their literary magazine, 
participated in the intercultural department’s programs, traveled to India to study the church in 
the urban context of New Delhi, and taken part in a life-changing Sankofa trip exploring the civil 
rights movement as it relates to racial justice work today. I’m not sure what my future holds 
once I graduate this December, but I have a passion for both writing and walking alongside 
others as they discover and live into their true, authentic selves. I’m so excited to work with the 
Pilgrim youth on multi-media projects exploring their identities as beloved and gifted children 
of our Creator. I’m also looking forward to working on my own piece of writing to share with the 
Pilgrim family, while engaging in conversation and community with you all.   


