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Worship in January and  
February at Pilgrim 

Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30 & 11 am 
January 6 — Epiphany of Our Lord, Winter Rally Sunday, Holy 

Communion, traditional hymns and Caribbean music led by the Salsa 
del Soul Orchestra, procession of children, Pastor Jen Rome preaching 
╬ 8:00 am — First Sunday Meditation, Upstairs Community Room 

January 13 — Baptism of Our Lord Sunday, Point for Pilgrims, Rite 
of Celebration for Pastor Carol’s 20th Anniversary of Call to Pilgrim, 
Pastor Carol Tomer preaching 

Rite of Celebration for  
Pastor Carol’s 20th Anniversary of Call to Pilgrim 

Do any of you know how many years the Pilgrim Community has been 
blessed to have Pastor Carol as our lead pastor? If you guessed 15 years, 17 
years, or 19th years, you’re getting close! On December 28th, 2018, we 
will be marking Pastor Carol’s 20th anniversary of call to Pilgrim. Amidst 
a multitude of joyful preparations this time of year, we do not want to 
overlook the lifting up and celebration of this huge milestone. Please join 
us for a Rite of Celebration for Pastor Carol’s 20th Anniversary of Call to 
Pilgrim during the morning worship services on January 13, as well as a 
special celebratory coffee hour between services.  

January 20 —A Hamilton-inflected Holy Communion Liturgy, 
2nd & 3rd graders lead the Lord’s Prayer (11 am), Guest preacher: Jane 
Ulring, Union Seminary (NYC) senior and former Pilgrim Johnson 
Leadership and Creativity Fellow 

January 27 — Reconciling in Christ Sunday, Point for Pilgrims, 
baptism of Trent Lawson (11 am), Guest preacher: Austen Hartke, 
Hebrew Bible scholar, educator, and writer 

February 3 — “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” Holy Communion 
Liturgy, Practicing Passion Sermon Series: Jenn Baese preaching 

╬ 8:00 am — First Sunday Meditation, Upstairs Community Room 

February 10 — Nordic Morning Prayer, Point for Pilgrims, Practicing 
Passion Sermon Series: Sandra and Bryan Maurer preaching 

February 17 — “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” Holy Communion 
Liturgy, Practicing Passion Sermon Series: Will Mitchell preaching 

February 24 — Global Morning Prayer, Point for Pilgrims, K/1st 
graders lead the Peace (11 am), Pastor Carol Tomer preaching 

March 3 — Transfiguration Sunday, A Global Service of Holy 
Communion, procession of children, “burying” of the Alleluias, 
Children’s Musical: “Sing of God’s Creation!”  
╬ 8:00 am — First Sunday Meditation, Upstairs Community Room 
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A Special Sermon Series  
We are looking forward to a special three-week sermon series in the latter 
part of Epiphany. The theme is: Practicing Passion: One of the Ways the 
Christian Faith Shapes My Life. The preachers will be Pilgrim members: 
Jenn Baese (February 3), Sandra and Bryan Maurer (February 10), 
and Will Mitchell (February 17).  

About this series: 
Theologian Kenda Creasy Dean has written a book titled: Practicing 
Passion: Youth and the Quest for a Passionate Church. From that book: 

Passionless Christianity has nothing to die for; it practices 
assimilation, not oddity. Passionless Christians lead sensible lives, 
not subversive ones; we are benignly “nice” instead of dangerously 
loving. We become a race of amputees, cutting off passion – that 
divinely appointed impetus toward the Other – in order to fit in with 
all the other limbless Christians who are incapable of reaching out. 
Every now and then we feel a phantom pain, an impulse toward 
suffering love. But for the most part, we have learned to live without 
the capacity to extend ourselves. (The suffering love of Jesus is one of 
the meanings of the word “passion,” as in “the passion of Christ.”) 

Sunday Morning Forums and  
Fellowship at 9:45 am 

Our Sunday morning forums meet in the  
Upstairs Community Room (UCR), unless noted otherwise. 

January 6 & 13 — Christian and Jewish Biblical Perspectives — 
Jewish and Christian faith communities share a lot of sacred text. The 
Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament) makes up 3/4 of the Christian Bible! 
And yet, there are many differences in how the Bible functions for 
each of us. In this two week session, we will explore the differences 
between the Jewish and Christian Bibles, the role of Scripture, and 
the task of interpretation in Jewish and Christian tradition and 
communities. The forums will be led by Anna Marsh and Ryan 
Higgins, who are both Ph.D. Candidates in Hebrew Bible at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, NY. They are currently 
based in St. Paul where Anna works for the Saint Paul Area Synod and 
where they live with their two dogs. 

January 20 — Interpreting and Honoring Pilgrim’s Story — Led 
by the Young Adult Innovation Team. This team has been working our 
way through Riverside Innovation Hub’s Public Church Framework. 
In the first phase of that framework, accompaniment, we practiced 
listening to the neighborhood to hear where God’s story and our 
neighbors’ stories intersect. As we move into the second phase, 
interpretation, we shift our listening ears back to Pilgrim. In this 
forum, you will have an opportunity to share how Pilgrim has been a 
part of your own life history through a communal storytelling activity. 
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January 27 — Celebrating Our Gender-Diverse Siblings — Join 
author and educator Austen Hartke to learn about how you can 
support the transgender, nonbinary, agender, and gender-fluid people 
in your community. Don’t know what any of those words mean? Don’t 
worry — we’re going to learn together! We’ll start with language 
basics, take a look at gender-diversity in scripture, and then learn 
about the practical, everyday ways individuals and churches can 
embody their affirmation. For more information on Austen and his 
work, check out his book “Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of 
Transgender Christians,” or visit www.austenhartke.com 

February 3 — “Sing of God’s Creation!”: Pilgrim’s 2019 K-8 
Musical—led by Maggie Priola, Director of Children’s Choirs. Maggie 
has written a children’s musical based on Ellie Holcomb’s album 
“Sing: Creation Songs.” This new musical will be shared in morning 
worship on March 3. The subject matter of this musical will be God’s 
beautiful creation, its importance and significance in our lives, and 
how we can take the best care of it. Come and hear about the musical, 
and get to know Maggie better! 

February 10 — Advancing Our Racial Justice Work: A Deeper 
Look at ISAIAH — In September, the Pilgrim Racial Justice Task 
Force led a forum in which we explored your thoughts about what 
racial justice looks like. We also discussed potential opportunities that 
our congregation could explore in order to promote racial justice. One 
of the opportunities mentioned was exploring membership with the 
non-profit organization, ISAIAH (https://isaiahmn.org/). ISAIAH is 
a community of faith-based congregations who are motivated to act 
for justice and equity because of love for God and belief in the dignity 
and sacredness of all people. Please join us to learn more about 
ISAIAH, what they stand for, and the activism in which they are 
currently involved. The forum will be led by Vivian Ihekoronye, one of 
the organizers on staff with ISAIAH. She will give an overview about 
the organization and then lead a question and answer session. If you 
are motivated to see Pilgrim get more deeply involved in racial justice 
work, this will be a great opportunity to explore whether membership 
with ISAIAH would be a good way to advance our racial justice work 
as a congregation. 

February 17 — Pilgrim Ministry and Mission and the Year 2019 
— Come and learn more about the vision for the year ahead, as it 
informs the proposed budget being presented at the congregational 
meeting on February 24. And learn about how 2018 went for Pilgrim, 
in terms of matching resources to ministry.  

February 24 — Congregational Meeting — Please join us for 
fellowship and reflection on our shared ministry and mission. This is 
our annual financial meeting, as we commit ourselves to some of the 
ways in which we will respond to the Holy Spirit’s movement among 
us in this next year. 

http://www.austenhartke.com/
https://isaiahmn.org/
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Pastoral Musings by Pastor Carol 
The season of Epiphany is a time when we reflect on the wide reach of the 
good news of God’s love made flesh in Jesus. So, you will see this theme 
reflected in a variety of aspects of our Pilgrim life together in this season, 
as we dig more deeply into a number of our core Pilgrim commitments. 

On Sunday, January 20, we welcome as preacher Jane Ulring, who was 
a Pilgrim Johnson Leadership and Creativity Fellow in winter 2016. She is 
now finishing her M.Div degree at Union Seminary in New York City and 
getting ready to begin a Ph.D. On that same day, our Young Adult 
Innovation Team will lead the forum, as we continue our journey of 
reflecting on our ministry in our context and our hopes for the next 
chapters of our ministry with young adults. Our Johnson Fellows program 
for young adults continues to be a joyful part of our shared ministry, and 
on January 20, we will celebrate this keystone dimension of our context 
and our commitments. 

On Sunday, January 27, it’s Reconciling in Christ Sunday, and we will 
welcome Austen Hartke as preacher and forum leader. In December, 
Austen led an in-service training with the Pilgrim staff, about ministry 
with transgender persons. He was an excellent teacher! So, I’m so pleased 
that he will return to connect with the whole Pilgrim community. 

On Sunday, February 10, the forum will be led by the Pilgrim Racial 
Justice Task Force, as we are invited to consider the possibility of 
becoming involved with ISAIAH, a church-based community organizing 
group. This is an important discernment for us, as we seek to build 
relationships and bridges in our diverse Twin Cities landscape and 
beyond.  

In this season of God’s wide reach, we are also invited to open ourselves in 
new ways, to widen and deepen our journey of faith. The Bible as a book 
of faith will be the focus for forums on January 6 and 13, as well as in a 
7-week series on Wednesday nights. Also on Wednesday nights, in a 3-
week series, we are exploring important and faith-filled conversations 
with children and youth in our lives. And also, we will share in a 3-week 
series on core explorations of faith, titled “Why Christian?” 

In the spirit of this season of how we are called to join God’s wide reach in 
the world, I give thanks for the ways that Pilgrim’s creation care ministry 
is being shared beyond Pilgrim. On January 30-31, at the Luther 
Seminary Convocation of church leaders from across the country, Kris 
Grangaard and Carl Samuelson will be leading a workshop titled: Pilgrims 
Caring for Creation: A Case Study. And, as you can read elsewhere in this 
newsletter, Kris will be co-leading a related workshop for a synod 
gathering in February. 

On a related note, I was visiting with a Pilgrim recently and mentioned 
something that I’d read in The Christian Century magazine. I 
recommended that magazine as a great resource generally. She 
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encouraged me to share that recommendation more widely. So, in the 
spirit of this season of the wide reach of the good news of God in Christ, I 
encourage you to check out this magazine. It’s one of my favorite 
magazines. Their tagline is: Thinking Critically. Living Faithfully. You 
can find more info at: www.christiancentury.org. 

Lastly, in my sermon reflections on December 9, I shared a few bits from a 
piece by David Foster Wallace, titled “This is Water.” (It’s very easy to find 
on the web, if you’d like to read it.) He wrote: “In the day-to-day trenches 
of adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such 
thing as not worshipping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is 
what to worship. And the compelling reason for maybe choosing some 
sort of god or spiritual-type thing to worship . . . is that pretty much 
anything else you worship will eat you alive.” He called all the other things 
we worship — money and things, body and beauty, power, intellect — our 
“default settings.” And he also said that the fact that we are the center of 
the universe, our basic self-centeredness, is another part of our default 
settings. 

I think that dealing with our default settings — that we think we are the 
center of the world and that we worship gods that eat us alive — is one of 
the reasons we need church, as we together support one another in the 
holy counter-formation work that is so holistic, being shaped by liturgies 
and spiritual practices calibrated to God, rather than the cultural practices 
and rituals that covertly capture our longings and claim our worship. We 
can’t just think our way beyond our default settings. Learning to worship 
God with our whole lives takes practice, especially in a culture where there 
are such strong default settings and so many gods so vividly present. 
Church is about the whole countercultural journey of faith and worship 
and carrying the cross of Christ in the work of justice and compassion, 
and supporting one another in focusing beyond ourselves and seeing with 
the eyes of the stranger and practicing love of neighbor and love of God’s 
whole, holy creation. 

In this season of Epiphany, let us together journey ever more deeply and 
widely into the love of God enfleshed in Jesus — life-transforming good 
news. See you in church! 

Pastor Carol Tomer 

Pastoral Musings by Pastor Jen  
Did you know that Pilgrim 6-8 grade pathways youth are sharing a 
confirmation experience with 70 other youth from ELCA St. Paul 
churches? It’s called Confirmation Reformation. We will meet once a 
month for worship at Pilgrim, lunch out together, and then interactive 
learning about the basics of the faith as expressed in Martin Luther’s 
Small Catechism, with a focus on The Ten Commandments and The 
Apostles’ Creed. Our theme for the year is “Better Together: Relationships 
with God, Self, Neighbors and Creation.” During Confirmation 
Reformation, we deepen our connection with the God through study, 

http://www.christiancentury.org/
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prayer, worship, fellowship and service; develop formational relationships 
between Adult Mentors (Nathan Boelke, Kate Drexler Booth, Craig 
Goldman, Dan Ninow, and Heather Ninow, as well as other helpful 
parents/caregivers) and 6th-8th grade youth; enhance our understanding 
of church as each host site offers highlights of their engagement within 
diverse neighborhoods; and mature in our perception of God’s work in the 
world and our calling within that work. 

Our most recent outing took us to the Mall of America at Christmastime 
to explore what “coveting” means, and expand that understanding beyond 
just wanting stuff that’s not ours to wonder about what we think we need 
or deserve no matter the expense to others of the earth (think fast fashion, 
and fast food). January will take us on a day retreat to consider our 
relationship with creation — we’ll wonder about nature in the city, eco-
justice, and our holy calling to care for the earth. We will gather with 
youth from other St. Paul ELCA congregations; the lead teacher will be 
Heidi Ferris, who is a science teacher, youth leader and leader of Growing 
Green Hearts. 

We are intrigued by this experiment in collaborative confirmation and 
hope that it leads to better connections with youth at other ELCA 
congregations. Youth have already connected with people they know from 
school who attend other congregations and are blessed by the diversity the 
larger group brings. God’s up to something with this!  

Pastor Jen Rome 

You are Invited to Pastor Jen’s for a  
Christmas Season Open House! 

WHEN?  Friday, January 4 

TIME?  3:30 pm—7:30 pm; come and go when it works for you 

WHERE?  The home of Pastor Jen Rome — 1288 Portland Ave. in St. 
Paul; please note that Pastor Jen lives on the second floor of a 
duplex at the top of a flight of stairs 

BRING?  Food, treats, or drinks to share as part of a snacky smorgasbord 

Our Life Together in Faith 

A Prayer for the Climate Change Deniers 
by Carl Samuelson 

From the November 11, 2018 Pilgrim forum 

Dear forgiving and renewing God, 

We pray for the people who are standing firm denying that climate change 
exists. We pray for them because you call us to see you in the other. We 
pray for them because we have also been wrong, denied your truth, and 
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hurt others. We pray for them because through that prayer, through that 
empathy, we can begin to see that they are also your children. Through 
empathy, we begin to see that they might be motivated by fear of 
economic loss or fear of loss of status, power, or influence.  

They might be motivated by a deep belief that the work they have done 
with their lives means something and the truth of climate change 
undermines their life’s work. And they might be motivated by a narrow 
strategy of political or economic gain. They might even be motivated by 
the thought that the human and environmental suffering caused by 
climate change is part of your plan.  

Give us kindness, perseverance, and joy. We need that courage, strength, 
and resolve to continue the work of advancing your loving justice on earth.  

Amen. 

A Pilgrim New Member Series Is  
Coming Up in Early March 

We are looking ahead to the next new member series. If you are interested 
in joining Pilgrim in March, please call or email the Pilgrim office by 
February 7 (pilgrim@pilgrimstpaul.org). Then we will schedule a  
3-hour Saturday morning group gathering, either on February 16 or 
March 2 (we’ll poll the group). That gathering will be followed by a new 
member dessert in a Pilgrim home on Monday, March 11, and new 
members will be received on March 17. Child care is provided for the 
Saturday gathering, if requested when we set that date. 

Leadership Development Opportunity 
If you are a Pilgrim leader, involved in the vestry, committees, or task 
forces, or if you would like to become involved in Pilgrim leadership, 
being equipped and supported and deepened in those roles is part of what 
you can do and what we can do for your development in the knowledge 
and capacity to be a leader in the ministry of the church. 

One of the great ways to invest in being a church leader is to attend our 
Saint Paul Area Synod’s Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders on Saturday 
morning, February 23, at Augustana Lutheran Church in W. St. Paul. 
The details and the list of workshops will soon be available (by January 
14) on the website of the Saint Paul Area Synod. (FYI: Pastor Jen will be 
co-leading a workshop titled “More than Pat Answers: Experiencing God, 
Jesus, and the Bible in Children’s Sermons for All Ages.” And Kris 
Grangaard will be co-leading a workshop on caring for creation.) The 
event is free, but registration is needed, as workshops do fill up.  

The Tool Kit event is an excellent way to learn best practices and receive 
some training in the “field” of church leadership. Shared ministry takes 
investment, just as you invest in growth in your career or classroom or 
parenting or relationship care or any of our roles in life. Thank you for 
those of you who have and will yet take up the ministry of leadership. 

mailto:pilgrim@pilgrimstpaul.org
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Saint Clair Sunday Evenings 
Worship, Music, and Arts ~ 6:51 pm Sundays 

2018-2019 Theme: 
Tonight We Have the Chance to Start Again 

Celtic Contemplative Communion 
January 13 — Don’t Let Me Fall 
February 10 — Breathe and Step 

Featuring musicians Dick Hensold, Michelle Kinney,  
Marc Anderson on Northumbrian smallpipes, medieval 
greatpipes, recorder, cello, percussion, and Peggy 
Larson as cantor 

Compline for a New Millennium:  
Contemplative Night Prayer 
3rd Sundays, September through November,  
January through March 

January 20 

Featuring the Minnesota Compline Choir. 
Extended pre-service recital at 6:30 pm with musical guests: 

Pilgrim Women’s Vocal Ensemble  

February 17 

Featuring the Minnesota Compline Choir. 
Extended pre-service recital at 6:30 pm by Megan Donovan, soprano 

Nordic Contemplative Evening Prayer 
6:30 pm Extended Prelude Begins 

January 27 — Friends, This World Is Not Your Home 
Musical Guests: Fiddles on Fire 

February 24 — Even Before We Call on Your Name 
Musical Guests: St. Olaf College Hardanger Fiddle Group 

Featuring Peggy Larson’s uniquely Nordic singing styles, including 
kulning (Swedish) and joiking (Sami), and Rachel Jensen on Hardanger 
fiddle and violin. 

Have You “Liked” Pilgrim Yet? 
Be sure to visit the Facebook page and Pilgrim website to  

keep up with Pilgrim news, events, announcements. 

https://www.facebook.com/PilgrimStPaul 
http://www.pilgrimstpaul.org 
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A Contemplative Celtic Concert of New, 
Traditional, and Transcendent Soundscapes 

Sunday, March 3, 2019, 6:51 pm at Pilgrim 

For the first time ever, the Celtic instrumental trio who leads the music for 
Celtic Contemplative Communion at Pilgrim will be giving a concert 
together! Dick Hensold, Michelle Kinney, and Marc Anderson will weave 
their evocative, improvisatory magic with traditional tunes, new music. 
and their full range of unique instruments, in an all-instrumental program 
worthy of the spirited and contemplative roots of the ensemble. Pilgrim 
has been honored with the wonderful invitation to bring the Celtic 
contemplative service in July next summer to Holden Village, a retreat 
center in the North Cascade mountains of Washington State. This concert 
is a fundraiser to support the Pilgrim Celtic trio in doing a residency at 
Holden to bring the service there. Tickets for the concert are $15. Info 
coming soon about advance ticket sales. 

M@P… Midweek @ Pilgrim  
Food, fellowship, learning, serving & singing for all ages 

 
 

 

M@P Meals 
During the fall of 2018, a focus group convened to address the meal 
options for Midweek @ Pilgrim for January—May 2019. The focus group 
worked diligently to come up with a menu that met all of our Pilgrim 
values as well as a few additional things we learned during our intentional 
conversations. Almost all of the meals we have planned for 2019 can be 
easily made vegetarian, vegan, gluten free, or dairy free. You may also 
notice a new face in the kitchen in the coming months, too. Joining Mike 

February M@P Schedule: 
5:20-5:50 pm Combined musical rehearsal (K-8) 
5:50-6:15 pm  Break/dinner 
6:15-7:10 pm  Adults have class, kids have combined musical rehearsal 
7:15-8:45 pm  Chancel Choir 
 

January M@P Schedule: 

5:05-5:30 pm  Junior Choir (4-8) 
5:30-5:50 pm  Jubilee Choir (K-3) 
5:50-6:15 pm  Break/dinner for those who haven’t eaten yet 
6:15-7:10 pm  Adults have class, kids have combined musical rehearsal 
7:15-8:45 pm  Chancel Choir 
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Schulze, Megan Hessler has kindly offered to volunteer her time and 
service to our Wednesday evening gatherings. And without further ado, 
here’s the resulting menu for January and February: 

January 9, 2019 
5:15—6:15 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Taco Bar—beef/chicken, tortilla chips, rice, 
shredded cheese, shredded lettuce, salsa/guac, 
beans, peppers/onions, sour cream 

January 16 
5:15—6:15 pm 
 

Breakfast for Dinner—scrambled eggs, 
hashbrowns/breakfast potatoes, bacon/sausage, 
OJ, french toast sticks 

January 23 
5:15—6:15 pm 
 

Baked Potato Bar—large Russet Potatoes/Sweet 
potatoes, cheese, bacon bits/pulled pork/chicken, 
broccoli, sour cream, black beans 

January 30 
5:15—6:15 pm 
 

Chili—white/red/black beans, tomato sauce, 
noodles/GF noodles, cheese, sour cream, ground 
beef/turkey, celery, onion 

February 6  
5:15—6:15 pm 

Taco Bar 

February 13  
5:15—6:15 pm 

Breakfast for Dinner 

February 20  
5:15—6:15 pm 

Baked Potato Bar 

February 27  
5:15—6:15 pm 
 

Asian Rice Bowl—rice, teriyaki sauce, beef, 
broccoli, shredded carrots, corn, onions, 
tofu/scrambled egg 

A New Childcare Option During Epiphany During M@P 
Our nursery will continue to be open from 5:30 pm until 8:45 pm for 
children under five during the Midweek @ Pilgrim Season of Epiphany. 

Many of our Adult Pilgrims have asked for additional faith formation 
opportunities and have also expressed a need for child care during those 
offerings. From January 9 through February 27, many children will 
be participating in winter musical rehearsals while parents and loving 
caregivers are invited to join an adult faith formation opportunity. But for 
those young people who aren’t participating in the musical, one of our 
Pilgrim nursery attendants will be available to help keep our children safe 
from 6:15 to 7:10 pm. Coloring and games will be available and children 
are also invited to bring their own entertainment supplies as well.  

Faith and Life Explorations during Epiphany  
During the eight Wednesdays of the season of Epiphany, 6:15-7:10 pm, 
while the children of Pilgrim are having rehearsals for the winter musical, 
adults and youth are invited into two series, as we together explore some 
of the gifts and questions of faith.  

A 7-session journey, exploring the Bible 
A 3-session focused on “Why Christian?” 
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Theologian Kenda Creasy Dean says that the best way to invest in the faith 
of young people is to invest in the lives of faith of the adults who guide 
them. In addition to these two faith exploration series, we will also be 
offering a 3-session series, titled “This is Hard!: Cultivating Conversation 
on Difficult Topics with Children and Youth,” a time for those who care 
for children and youth in any way to talk together about some special 
aspects of nurturing the growth and faith of our youngest ones. 

Here’s more about these three Epiphany series: 

This is Hard!: Cultivating Conversation on  
Difficult Topics with Children and Youth 
Wednesdays, January 9, 16, & 23 

Led by Pastor Jen Rome and Leslie Brandt, we will explore and support 
each other in what we need to have good, hard conversations with our 
youth and children. We will draw on expertise, shared wisdom, and faith 
to help us. We will practice finding the words we need and using 
conversation techniques with each other so that we are more comfortable 
and confident when we have these conversations with the young ones we 
care about! 

January 9: Seriously, How Do I Pray with My Kids? 
January 16: Staying Safe and Risking Christian Compassion 
January 23: Sexuality is a Holy Part of Our Whole Lives 

Why Christian?  
Wednesdays, February 13, 20, & 27 
Led by Pastor Carol Tomer, this series will draw upon the book by 
Douglas John Hall, titled Why Christian? For Those on the Edge of Faith. 
You might decide to buy the book; lots of used books available on-line. 
There will be a few copies available to buy at church at a discount in 
January. In addition, there will be copies of a few chapters available to 
pick up in January as well. 

Topics: 

February 13: Why Christian? (chapter 1) 
February 20: Why Jesus? (chapter 2) 
February 27: Saved from What? For What? (chapter 3) 

Approaches to the Bible as a Book of Faith 
Wednesdays, January 9, 16, 23; February 6, 13, 20, 27 
During the Season of Epiphany, we celebrate Christ’s manifestation to the 
whole world. Whether you are a long time reader of the Bible or a novice, 
come and stretch your mind and encounter Christ in Scripture and one 
another. In this series shaped by Josh Moss, we will gather to take a 
deeper, more intimate look at all that the Bible has to offer. Using the 
Bible and sometimes other writings, these sessions are being created in 
such a way that our hungry minds and souls can be fed. These sessions 
will follow an informal, small group format to share how a few Pilgrims 
approach Scripture and how their ponderings help to deepen their faith. 
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Small Group Bible Study Schedule: 
January 9: Reading the Bible Through History, by Sara McAdory Kim & 

Jaymin Kim — What can we learn in the light of historical evidence 
based on the context in which some texts were written, including the 
author’s life and the historical and social circumstances of the time. 

January 16: What Style, Structure, and Imagery Tell Us About Christ, by 
Mary Beth Lake — Of particular interest in this session, we’ll think 
about how the style, structure, and imagery shape the understanding 
and effects the text has upon the reader. 

January 23: Determinism, Free Will, and The Will of God in our Lives, 
by Tim Moore — Together we’ll consider a series of questions paired 
with guideposts in Scripture and from writers like CS Lewis and David 
Foster Wallace. 

January 30: No meeting; a time for extended fellowship following the 
M@P meal 

February 6: Love your Enemies: Re-writing the Rules of Faith and 
Society, by Peter Spuit — In this session, we will explore the sixth 
chapter of Luke from a sociological perspective by going beyond 
everyday common sense in an attempt to understand the social world 
by situating events in their environment. 

February 13: What Would Jesus Deconstruct, by Sam Tosteson — Can 
Scripture be open-ended and endlessly available to interpretation? 
Can it move beyond the reach of authorial intention? Deconstruction 
traces how language generates meaning both within a text and across 
texts, while insisting that such meaning can only ever be provisional. 

February 20: Reading and Responding to Scripture, by Ben Nelson and 
Josh Moss — What role do you play in the meaning and experience of 
Scripture? In this session, we will affirm that readers are active agents 
who impart real existence to Scripture and complete its meaning 
through interpretation. 

February 27: Rediscovering the Bible: A Feminist Approach, by Melanie 
Ruda & Katia McDonough — What does the Scripture say – or not say – 
about women. What do the characters, regardless of gender, human, 
and divine, say about women? Do these answers portray women as fully 
human or as subordinates, and what is the appropriate response? 

We’re Hiring!  
Watch For More News Upcoming! 

Are you interested in generating innovative ideas to promote Pilgrim 
Lutheran’s mission and ministries? We’re hiring! Pilgrim Lutheran will be 
posting a part-time staff role in the coming weeks! Core responsibilities 
include managing, writing, and editing internal and external 
communications, digital and social media content. Stay tuned for more 
details soon — on the Pilgrim website and in worship bulletins! 
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Music Notes,  
January — February 2019  

By Paul Stever, Music Director 

1/6 
8:30 am 
11:00 am 

*Salsa Del Soul Latin Jazz Quartet 
*Salsa Del Soul Latin Jazz Quartet 

1/13 
8:30am 
11:00 am 

**Y’All Come Drumming Ensemble 
Chancel Choir 

1/20+ 
8:30am 
11:00am 

***Hamilton Ensemble 
Chancel Choir 

1/27 
8:30 am 
11:00 am 

Junior Choir 
Chancel Choir 

2/3 
8:30 am 
11:00 am 

Jubilee Choir 
Chancel Choir 

2/10 
 

8:30 am 
11:00 am 

++Instrumental Ensemble 
TBD 

2/17 
8:30 am 
11:00 am 

Children from the Musical 
Chancel Choir 

2/24 
8:30 am 
11:00 am 

Chancel Choir 
TBD 

*Salsa del Soul is a Twin Cities-based, nine-piece orchestra performing 
various styles of dance music from the Spanish-speaking regions of the 
Caribbean. The musicians of Salsa del Soul represent some of the finest 
talents in the Twin Cities Latin music scene. The styles of music they 
perform include Son, Son Montuno, Plena, Cha-cha-cha, Bachata, Timba, 
and, of course, Salsa! Salsa del Soul performs locally at restaurants and 
bars, jazz and Latin festivals, private engagements, and other locations 
and events and has done so for more than a decade. Their Latin Jazz 
quartet, including Pilgrim percussionist friend Shai Hayo, will lead our 
Epiphany worship, as they have for several years! 

**On January 13 just show up at 7:45 am to learn some drumming 
techniques with Salsa Del Soul percussionist Shai Hayo. We’ll accompany 
a couple hymns and do some improvisation.  

***On January 20 at 8:30 and 11 am we’ll reprise our liturgy we 
created last October which was inspired by the musical Hamilton. Contact 
Paul at SteverPaul55@aol.com if you’d like to sing or play some 
instruments to help lead this creative liturgy.  

+Our NEW Pilgrim Women’s Vocal Ensemble, led by Sam Fouts, rehearses 
on select Sundays after worship from approximately 12:15-1:30 pm, 

  

mailto:SteverPaul55@aol.com
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rehearsing next on January 13. They will also sing on January 20, 
leading a “community sing” for the 6:30 pm Compline pre-service prelude 
time. Come prepared to join in singing a variety of music taught in call and 
response style. Please contact Paul or Sam (sc.fouts15@gmail.com) for 
information about or to join the group! 

++ Our NEW Pilgrim Instrumental Ensemble, led by Hannah Schendel, 
rehearses on the Thursday before they play in worship from 6:45-8:15 pm 
and receives music ahead of time to practice on their own before the 
rehearsal. Please contact Paul or Hannah (hschendel8@gmail.com) for 
information about or to join the group! 

Compline and Nordic Prelude Music 

On January 20 and February 17, 2019 our 6:51 pm Compline for a 
New Millenium service, a collaboration with The Minnesota Compline 
Choir, will begin with extended pre-service music at 6:30 pm. As 
mentioned above, the Pilgrim Women’s Vocal Ensemble will lead a 
“community sing” on January 20. February 17 will feature a recital by 
Megan Donovan, soprano.  

On January 27 and February 24, 2019 our 6:51 pm Nordic 
Contemplative Evening Prayer service will begin with an extended 
prelude at 6:30 pm. January 27 will feature musical guests Fiddles on 
Fire and February 24 will feature the St. Olaf College Hardanger Fiddle 
Group.  

 “Sing of God’s Creation!” 
Pilgrim’s 2019 K-8 Musical Presented in 

Worship on Sunday, March 3 at 8:30 & 11 am 
Director of Children’s Choirs, Maggie Priola, has written a children’s 
musical based on Ellie Holcomb’s Album “Sing: Creation Songs.” The 
subject matter of this musical will be all about God’s beautiful creation, its 
importance and significance in our lives, and how we can take the best 
care of it! Please contact Maggie (maggiepriola19@gmail.com) with 
questions and take note of the Wednesday night M@P rehearsal schedule 
listed elsewhere in this newsletter, beginning Wednesday, January 9!  

Hymn of the Month (Epiphany):  
Take My Life, That I May Be ELW  

# 685 and 583 
Frances R. Havergal (1836-1879) was the youngest daughter of Anglican 
priest William H. Havergal (1793-1870). William wrote the tune PATMOS 
(ELW #685) in 1869 and his daughter wrote her text to go with his tune 
on February 4, 1874. Frances was inspired to write the hymn out of 
gratitude to God for a powerful experience of the conversion of a group of 
ten people she had been praying for.  
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In our ELW #583, Vincente Mendoza took the hymn and rearranged and 
adapted the words into a Spanish version for Culto Cristiano (New York, 
1964). William Dexheimer Pharris heard the hymn in Spanish translation 
while he was in El Salvador and wrote the tune TOMA MI VOLUNTAD for 
it in 1993 for a church in Minneapolis. Mark Sedio knew Pharris from 
being classmates together at Luther Seminary and helped get the music 
down on paper.  

NB: The “Hymn of the Month” paragraphs are created with the aid of 
Paul Westermeyer’s Hymnal Companion to Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

Vestry News 

A Letter from Pilgrim’s  
Partner Church in Tanzania 

4 October 2018 

Dear Pastor Carol, and all people of the Pilgrim Lutheran Church at 
Minnesota. 

We greet in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I am Pastor Huruma Bimbiga. I am about 47 years old, married to Imelda 
Mlelwa. My wife is a nurse, working at Ilula Lutheran Hospital. We have 
four children, Catheran, Prosper, Dorine, and Ebenezer. I am lead pastor 
at Luganga Lutheran Congregation, taking over from Pastor Abassy 
Tagamtwa, since June 2018. 

Here at Luganga we are 1,361 church members, children and adults. We 
thank God for His blessing in our relationship with you at Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church. We are doing well in our building project. Our 
Evangelist House is almost done. We are left with very few things, like 
painting, ties and roofing. We thank you for your support on the 
Evangelist House and sponsoring studies for five students. God bless you. 

Since last Sunday we moved to a new church building so we are using the 
new building for our services. We also pray for you each Friday and 
Sunday. We hope we continue praying for each other. Welcome to 
Luganga and to our lovely country, Tanzania. 

May the peace and joy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

Pastor Huruma Bimbiga  

How You Can Support Pilgrim Very Easily!  
Thrivent Financial — 2018 Choice Dollars expire on March 31, 
2019 — If you have insurance or investments through Thrivent Financial, 
you may have Choice Dollars that you can direct to Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church. This provides important support for our ministry (and costs you 
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nothing!) If you designated these funds in the past, please know that you 
must do it every year.  

There are two easy options for directing Choice Dollars, either online at 
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/making a difference/living-
generously/thrivent-choice or by phone at 800-847-4836 and say 
“Thrivent Choice” at the prompt. Questions? Please contact a 
representative from the Member Connection Center. For faster service, 
have your member ID or contract number available. 

The Pilgrim Staff Wishes You a  
Blessed Epiphany Season! 

 
Back Row: Craig Wiester, Cathy Salin, Dick Hensold, Paul Stever, Josh Moss; 
Front Row: Pastor Jen Rome, Maggie Priola, Pastor Carol Tomer, Chuck Regal; 
Not pictured: Pastor Lynn Peterson 

Education, Service & Fellowship 

Advancing Our Racial Justice Work:  
ISAIAH’s Multi-Racial Faith Agenda Launching 

Join members of the Racial Justice Task Force and other 
Pilgrims for an ISAIAH public meeting: Claiming Our 
Voices 2019! “People of Faith with Political Boldness 

Launching Our Collective Path Through 2019” 

Saturday, January 19, 2019 11 am – 4 pm  
Minneapolis Convention Center, 1301 2nd Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55403 

This event will celebrate ISAIAH’s past successes and prepare participants 
to lead and engage legislative officials on agenda topics including: 

 Radical civic inclusion  
 Creating a caring economy 
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 Climate justice 
 Healthcare for all 

Register at http//bit.ly/cov2019 

For more information see isaiahmn.org, contact Joan Haan, 
jmbhaan@comcast.net and attend the subsequent February 10, 
Learning Hour: “Advancing Our Racial Justice Work: A Deeper Look at 
ISAIAH” (see page 6). 

Pilgrim Men’s Breakfast 
The Pilgrim Men’s Breakfast group meets at 7 am, 
usually on the first Monday of the month at the 
Highland Café and Bakery, 2012 Ford Parkway. The 
group will meet  
on Monday, January 7, and Monday, February 4.  
For more information, contact Dave Toeniskoetter  
(651-470-8632). 

Missions and Social Justice Committee News 
Our active Committee has many meaningful outreach projects ongoing, so 
we would like to invite more Pilgrims to join us. For example, we help at 
CES—Community Emergency Services, Urban Homework Projects, school 
supplies and mitten donation projects, Project Home, Tutoring 
opportunities, help for our African sister church in Tanzania, and work 
with the Racial Justice Taskforce. Please consider joining us to carry on 
our work and search for more useful initiatives. You may 
contact marybethlake@gmail.com for more information. We will be 
meeting in January; date and time will be announced. 

Pilgrims Caring for Creation (PCC) 
PCC is made up of a subgroup of all Pilgrims, good-humored and 

dedicated to taking care of God’s Green Earth. Please inform 
the church office if you’d like to be added to our email list. 

Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at  
7:00 pm: January 9, February 13. 

Sweater Sunday and Sweater Swap  
We’ll turn the Pilgrim thermostat down a bit and wear a 
few layers to church. We’ll also encourage re-use by 

swapping sweaters! Bring one (or some!) you don’t use and 
take home one (or some!) you may use! Look for the date in the bulletin… 

Posted on the Narthex Bulletin Board’s PCC Section 

 PCC Book Review of the Month — Did you know that the United 
Nations has 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? The review 
for January and February is a list of the goals and their descriptions. 
First step? Be a Sofa Superstar: 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/  

mailto:jmbhaan@comcast.net
mailto:marybethlake@gmail.com
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/
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 PCC Tip of the Month — We were thinking it would be fun to make 
sustainable resolutions and share them with one another for 
inspiration. We’ll be posting anonymous and not-anonymous 
suggestions, starting in January. If you forward yours as a suggestion, 
we’ll post it (ktbd4@comcast.net). 

  Book Club News  
Date:  Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 7 pm at Lynda Hirschboeck’s 
Book:  Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the 

Birth of the FBI by David Grann 

Date:  Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 7 pm at Karen Ekdahl’s  
Book:  In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson 

We hope you’ll join us. Contact Lynda Hirschboeck at 651-698-7399 or 
hirschbo@gmail.com if you have questions. 

Classics for Pilgrim 
After Midnight by Irmgard Ken, translated by Anthea Bell will be 
discussed at the home of Pam Itzin. Contact Pam Itzin (651 276 998 or 
pjitzin@gmail.com). Note: the books for January and February are 
being switched. Thursday January 24, 7-8:30 pm. Please join us. 

Enjoy a good mystery with Agatha Christie. Murder on the Orient 
Express is the selection for Thursday, February 28, 7-8:30 pm at 
the home of Don Holst (651 699 5311 or Holst@msn.com). 

Salt Shaker Dinner Update 
Salt Shaker Dinners will not be meeting this winter. To those who have 
participated in the past “Thank you!” Congregational Life and Care 
committee is interested in reimagining and reinventing this tradition, so 
please contact committee chair Barbara McCauley with your ideas 
(bamccauley46@gmail.com). 

Shared Ministry Statement 
Pilgrim practices “shared ministry,” affirming that each member of this 
community is a minister both within and beyond the walls of the church, 
which we affirm in baptism. We partner with one another and with the 
wider ELCA to walk together in this journey of faith. We agree to share the 
decision-making responsibilities of being a church, as well as the joy of 
serving in mission, side-by-side. We welcome all to become involved 
through the use of their abilities, time, and resources. Every program, 
group, or emphasis within our congregation is sustained by the 
involvement of the ministers of the Pilgrim community. 

tel:651-698-7399
mailto:hirschbo@gmail.com
mailto:pjitzin@gmail.com
mailto:Holst@msn.com
mailto:bamccauley46@gmail.com
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2018 Fall New Member Bios 
Claire Kaiser 

Claire was born and raised in Seattle, where her parents 
and two brothers still reside. She has studied at the 
University of Rochester (NY) and is now a graduate 
student at UMN in the Biomedical Engineering 
Program. Claire connected with Pilgrim’s message 
saying that she “feels like a voyager, both spiritually 
and geographically, trying to find her place in the world 
and as an adult.” We’re glad that Claire is continuing 
her journey alongside us for a while. 

 

Cheryl Eia 
Cheryl grew up in Moorhead and has lived in St. Louis, 
Washington DC, Sweden, Iowa, and Illinois. She 
returned to St. Paul about 18 months ago and is happy 
to be home and closer to her family. Cheryl works as a 
veterinarian with the MN Department of Agriculture 
and enjoys biking, running, reading, writing, and 
traveling and is looking forward to being part of a 
community where she can continue to grow in her life 
of faith. 

 

Pat McGee & Kerry Johnson 
Pat and Kerry live in Apple Valley, MN. 
Pat is joining our church community 
after a long absence from organized 
religion. She has many strengths, 
including being a good listener, a 
problem solver, and is always looking 
forward to learning new things. Pat 
would like you to know that if she walks 
past you without saying hello, it’s not 
because she was being rude, but 
because she’s blind and probably didn’t 
see you! Kerry is a professional 

drummer and sound producer for Studio 120 in Plymouth where he 
records audio books such as children’s books, textbooks, and foreign 
language teaching material. Kerry is a life-long seeker of truth and 
spiritual enlightenment is glad to have found Pilgrim, a loving and 
practical spiritual community. 
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Sarah McAdory-Kim & Jaymin Kim 
Sarah and Jaymin moved to St. Paul in 
August 2018 from Ann Arbor, MI 
where Jaymin was completing his PhD 
in History. They met in South Korea, 
where Sarah lived for about eight years. 
Sarah works in editing and Jaymin 
works as a teacher at St. Thomas 
University. They enjoy traveling, a 
variety of cuisines, and exploring the 
world. Both are hoping to make new 
friends and become integrated in our 

Pilgrim community, so don’t be shy! Reach out and invite these new 
friends over for dinner! 

Brianna, Paul, & Maren Heggeseth 
Brianna enjoys teaching and 
empowering students to make 
decisions in the midst of 
uncertainty… also known as 
statistics! She enjoys reading, 
cooking, and music—both singing 
and playing violin. Paul is a 
conservatory-trained trumpet player 
who now spends his days as a 
software developer searching for 

creative solutions to complex, interesting problems. Paul enjoys cooking, 
good brews, running and reading SciFi novels. Maren, almost three years 
old, loves church, and her parents describe her as sweet, lively, and 
empathetic. 

Will Mitchell 
Will sings in the Pilgrim Chancel Choir and is happy to 
have become part of Pilgrim’s community. Will teaches 
at Macalester and enjoys cross country skiing, music and 
reading and is hoping to find additional ways to become 
more integrated at Pilgrim. This fall, Will and his 
partner Kate welcomed their first child, a daughter 
named Solvi, into their home. 

Amanda, J.R., Gabriella, 
Sophia and Aidan Klepp 
Amanda is a Program Specialist in 
Conflict Resolution at the University 
of MN and J.R. is the Deputy Chief 
of Training for the Minneapolis Fire 
Department. They enjoy competing 
in physical challenges and races 
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together with their family. Gabriella is 14 months, Sophia is 13 years old 
and Aidan is 15 years old. Their family is adventurous, athletic, driven and 
dedicated to one another. They are looking to continue to find ways to be 
a part of the Pilgrim community and deepen their spiritual connections. 

Ruth Hagestuen 
Ruth and her partner, Bonnie, live in Minnetonka with 
their two cats, Lily and Ginger. Ruth grew up on a farm 
in west central Minnesota. Early in her nursing career, 
she had the opportunity to live and work 
internationally in both Madagascar for 10 years and 
Bangladesh for two years. For the past three decades, 
she has worked alongside others to better understand 
and care for those with Parkinson’s Disease, which has 
involved relocating and significant travel and she is 
glad to be back home in Minnesota while she 
transitions into retirement. Ruth enjoys reading, 

hiking, music, concerts, theater and traveling.  
 

Kris & John Lavik 
Kris and John enjoy spending time with 
friends and families, and especially 
spending time outdoors biking during 
the warmer months. They are fans of the 
Gopher volleyball team. John, a retired 
architect, enjoys playing volleyball and 
coaching high school robotics. Kris 
works for Dakota County Employment 
and Economic Assistance and likes to be 

outside. After visiting various churches over the years, they look forward 
to calling Pilgrim their permanent church home.  

Kate, Matt, Ivey and Magnus 
Spindler 
Kate, Matt, Ivy Mae and Magnus live 
in West Saint Paul. Matt is a project 
director in the Ed Tech industry, Kate 
is an actor, Ivy is a fifth grader at 
Laura Jeffrey Academy, and Magnus 
is a maniac three-year-old. They 
enjoy comic books, Marvel movies, 
anime, going to see theater, throwing 
objects down stairs, playing with 
trains, drawing, crafting, consuming 

pop culture and politics, traveling, and eating. You can decide whose 
interest is whose! 
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Update from the  
Young Adult Innovation Team 

by Amanda Vetsch 

Pilgrim is one of sixteen churches partnering with the Riverside 
Innovation Hub, an initiative sponsored by Augsburg University’s 
Christensen Center for Vocation. 

Last year, an interdisciplinary research team from Augsburg visited and 
interviewed twelve congregations identified by their peers as doing 
exceptional work with young adults. The team found that young adults are 
engaging with church at the intersections of faith and political activism, 
faith and the arts, faith and environmental stewardship, and through 
interfaith engagement. This year, the Riverside Innovation Hub is using the 
Public Church Framework consisting of four artforms, accompaniment, 
interpretation, discernment, and proclamation, to help Pilgrim and the 
other 15 participating churches continue to increase their ability to be a 
“Public Church.” I, the coach, am guiding a team of Pilgrims through these 
four artforms, and the team is discerning how God is calling Pilgrim to 
proclaim the gospel in Pilgrim’s own context.  

Currently the team is practicing the artform of accompaniment. That 
means the team is moving out into the contextual neighborhood that 
Pilgrim is located in, Macalester Groveland, and engaging with leaders 
and organizations in the community so that the team may listen to the 
story of the neighborhood and uncover the work God is already doing in 
the neighborhood. In January, we will transition into the artform of 
Interpretation. During Interpretation the listening will shift its focus to 
Pilgrim to hear the story of this place so that we may distill and honor the 
theological values, history, and strengths of Pilgrim.  

Ways YOU can be involved:  

 Ask questions! Send me an email, find me during fellowship 
times, or find a friend that is on the Young Adult Innovation 
Team — Adam Arnold, Claire Kaiser, Karla Leitzman, Will 
Mitchell, Katy Murphy, Ben Nelson, and Hannah Olson 

 Spend time in the MacGrove neighborhood, with an ear to hear 
the stories of this neighborhood 

 Join us on January 20, for a communal storytelling activity 
during the 9:45 am forum hour. 

 Stay tuned! More activities and opportunities to engage will 
emerge after the Christmas season.  

If you are curious about the research, writings, or progress, please email 
me at vetsch@augsburg.edu or check out the Hub’s website: 
http://www.augsburg.edu/riversidehub/  

mailto:vetsch@augsburg.edu
http://www.augsburg.edu/riversidehub/
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Bega Kwa Bega (Shoulder to Shoulder)  
Fall Festival Update 

On November 10, Coralie Hunter, Sara Mergens, Pastor Carol and I, 
Karen Ekdahl, attended the Bega Kwa Bega Fall Festival at Roseville 
Lutheran Church. The Festival is a celebration of the Tanzania-Saint Paul 
Area Synod Partnership. About 70 congregations were represented. It was 
a joyous, inspiring experience. 

There are many “satellite” organizations i.e. Saint Paul Partners, 1,000 
Trees, and Radio Furaha, some of which support our Tanzanian sister 
churches, some which address de-forestation. At one table we spoke to a 
man from North St. Paul Lutheran Church, whose sister church is now 
served by Rev. Abassy Tagamtwa, formerly at Luganga.  

We heard about all the ways in which our Synod’s congregations serve the 
Iringa Diocese, including building projects and scholarships. Various 
speakers talked about their ministries. Our BKB ambassadors told about 
their visits to the various churches. We were happy to meet Jo Whiting 
and Russell Hilliard and shake hands with them. Their handshakes with 
Pastor Bimbiga were passed on to us. 

After the service, we had a choice of two workshops. We went to one on 
how to make our partnership more effective. Frequency of 
communication, travel, and involving children were some of the ways that 
other congregations build a strong root system. Africans place much more 
emphasis on relationships than we do in American culture. Rev. Peter 
Harrits talked about the importance of making frequent visits. 

Karen Ekdahl 

 

 

Children & Youth 

Sunday School (PreK-Grade 5) and Pathways 
(Grades 6-12) resume on Sunday, January 6. 

Kindergarten-1st Graders and Families 
There is a Families in Faith class which will be on Sunday, February 17,  
10-10:45 am. Parents and caregivers, please attend Sunday School with 
your child as you share together in a special learning experience about 
Passing the Peace with Pastor Jen. Then on Sunday, February 24 
during 11 am worship, Kindergartners and 1st graders will lead the 
Passing of the Peace during worship. 
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2nd-3rd Graders and Families 
There is a Families in Faith class which will be on Sunday, January 13,  
10-10:45 am. Parents and caregivers, please attend Sunday School with 
your child as you share together in a special learning experience about the 
Lord’s Prayer with Pastor Jen. Then on Sunday, January 20 during 
11:00 am worship, 2nd-3rd graders will lead the Lord’s Prayer during 
worship. 

Middle School Pathways (Grades 6-8) 
Confirmation Reformation Day Retreat:  

Saturday January 12, 10 am-5 pm 
We will meet at Augsburg University in Foss Chapel for a Day Retreat 
about our relationship with creation—we’ll wonder about nature in the 
city, eco-justice, and our holy calling to care for the earth. We will gather 
with youth from other St. Paul ELCA congregations; the lead teacher will 
be Heidi Ferris, who is a science teacher, youth leader and leader of 
Growing Green Hearts, along with Pastor Jen and Middle School 
Pathways Adult Leaders. For more info contact Pastor Jen. 

Middle School Pathways (Grades 6-8)  
Confirmation Reformation:  

Sunday, February 10, 11 am-3 pm 
On February 10, we begin with worship at Pilgrim at 11 am, eat lunch on 
University Ave., and then meet for class at Bethlehem Lutheran on the 
Midway. Parents and Caregivers pick up youth at Bethlehem at 3 pm.  
Please bring $10-15 for lunch; if $ are an issue, just let Pastor Jen know 
and we will cover for you. Adults needed to drive and go to class with us—
please contact Pastor Jen. 

High School and Middle School  
Pathways (Grades 6-12)  

Interfaith Day of Service, Monday, February 18 
We will join together at Augsburg University in the Foss Center with 
hundreds of youth of many different religious and cultural backgrounds 
from across the Twin Cities for this event hosted by Interfaith Action of 
Greater Saint Paul. A keynote speaker and music will begin the day. This 
event is an opportunity for youth from all religious and cultural 
backgrounds to deepen their own faith and learn about other faith 
traditions through morning workshops and afternoon service projects. 
Details to come—contact Pastor Jen. 

Summer Camp Opportunities at Camp Wapo! 
We have the dates for our congregation at Camp WAPO weeks this 
summer! Seeds Camp (for completed 1st-3rd graders) is August 2-4; 
Wapo Youth Camp (for completed grades 4-8) is August 4-9; Senior 
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High Camp (for completed grades 9-12) is August 4-9. Registration is 
January 15-March 15 for one of our reserved spots—for our special 
registration link, please contact Pastor Jen. The registration link will be 
emailed to all families in early January. For more information: 
http://campwapo.org/camp/wapo 

There is also Sr. High Servant Leadership Program (Completed Grades  
9-12). Along with standard Senior High camp, Camp Wapo is also offering 
interested Senior High youth an opportunity to grow in faith and 
leadership skills by working with younger campers in a program called 
“Servant Leadership Program” (SLP). Those participating in the SLP will 
be housed in Wapo youth cabins, trained to assist Wapo counselors in 
leading a variety of activities while also being coached and challenged by 
an SLP counselor. This experience is ideal for those demonstrating 
maturity, commitment and joy in working with younger kids. This 
program is limited to seven 11th-12th graders each week. Those interested 
need to submit an application with references by April 15. Interested? 
Talk with Pastor Jen or go to http://campwapo.org/camp/wapo 

Beyond Pilgrim 

January Midday Interfaith Dialogue  
The Saint Paul Interfaith Network, for their January Midday Interfaith 
Dialogue, invites interested people to a presentation titled: “Faith 
Formation in Our Multi-faith World,” led by Prof. Mary Hess, who serves 
on the Luther Seminary faculty. She will be joined by a panel of people of 
faith from a variety of faith traditions. This event is free and will be 
especially valuable for religious educators and for all those who care about 
faith engagement for all ages. Tuesday, January 8, 11:30 am — 1 pm, 
at Luther Seminary in Saint Paul. 

http://campwapo.org/camp/wapo
http://campwapo.org/camp/wapo
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Prayer Corner 
We pray for God’s loving presence for these Pilgrims who 

need healing, hope, comfort, and care: 

Concerns: Ruth Hagestuen, healing prayer; Merle Strom, healing from a 
back injury; Kai McElrath, 7 month old niece of Matt and Eileen McElrath 
as she undergoes cancer treatment for neuroblastoma; Cathy Comeford, 
sister of Jeanne Comeford, undergoing treatment for cancer; Barbara 
Grudt, recovering from a broken leg; Catherine Hewitt, mother of Louise 
Rogness, undergoing chemo treatments for the return of cancer; Daniel 
Lesher, recovering from surgery, prayers for physical, emotional, & 
spiritual health; Tom Mayer, partner of Deb Filer, with health concerns; 
Bev and Art Stolp; Deb Filer, as she cares for a family elder in a deeper 
way; Art Carlson, being treated for the return of brain tumors; Serena 
Asta, chronic neurological Lyme Disease; Mike Regal, Chuck’s son, 
ongoing care following a serious motorcycle accident. 

Christian Sympathy: Former member Jim Savoie on the death of his 
wife Gail on November 29; Michael Schulze, on the death of his wife, Nora 
Schulze, on October 29, 2018; Jean Omodt, Hannah and Nathan, at the 
death of Jean’s mother, Esther, on October 28; The family of Sandra 
Boehm, who died on October 27; Katia McDonough and family, on the 
death of her mother, Kay McDonough, on October 19; Rachel Boelke and 
family, on the death of her grandmother on September 15; Janet Erickson 
and family, on the death of her mother Lois Jane Erikson on September 
16; Peter Laudert and family, on the death of Martha Laudert on 
September 16; Peter Spuit and family, on the death of his grandmother, 
Barbara Leete Stange on September 14; Deb Filer and family, on the loss 
of her mother on July, LuVerne Haberkorn, on the death of her husband, 
John Haberkorn, on May 18; family of Elizabeth Ozmon, on her death on 
May 16; Ross Radtke and family, on the death of Ross’ father, Rod, on 
May 15; Paul and Kris Wilke, on the death of Paul’s brother, Stephan 
Wilke, on February 26; Carl and Natalie Hokanson and family, on the 
death of Carl’s brother-in-law, Jim Wilburn, on Feb 14; Bert Bast’s loved 
ones, on his death January 19; Dick Johnson and loved ones, on the death 
of Julie Johnson, on January 12 

Ministry Partnership: The ministry and people of our sister 
congregation, Luganga Lutheran Church in Tanzania and Pastor Bimbiga; 
Pilgrim staff members and Pilgrim lay leaders 

In and beyond the congregation: For peace in our world, for healing 
in our country, for the invisibly ill, for the mentally ill  

You are encouraged to send greetings to those you are moved to communicate 
with. We also invite prayer requests for loved ones, either in this Prayer Corner 
or through our Prayer Chain. Let us know if you are expecting or adopting a 
child. If you wish to add or remove a prayer request, please call the church office 
regarding the Prayer Corner and Judy Boehm, 651-690-3568, regarding the 
Prayer Chain. For prayers during worship, please contact a pastor. 

tel:651-690-3568
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Parochial Report 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 

3 Cameron Swenson 
6 Elsie Newburg 
7 Coralie Pederson 
7 Jack Schuessler 
10 Logan Pederson 
11 Jaina Conklin 
11 Ivory Ruud 
12 Todd Dunn 
14 Lauren Bowser 
14 Trudith Gustafson 
15 Tim Dykstal 
15 Donna Holman 
16 Katherine Heinecke 
17 Jay Ankeny 
17 Micah Whetstone 
18 Silje Anderson 
18 Lee Gunsten 
19 Jacob Seljan 
20 Dan Hoseck 
20 Melissa Johnson 
22 Benjamin Gusdal 
22 Duane Kelling 
23 Isabel Drexler Booth 

 

24 Derek Heinecke 
24 Russell Loomis Jr. 
24 Bryan Maurer 
26 Devin Stauning 
27 Karen Bjorkman 
28 Erica Kragerud-Smith 
29 Hannah Omodt 
29 Nathan Omodt 
29 Louise Rogness 
29 Kristen Sherman 
29 Louise Stenberg 
30 Jenny Heinecke 
30 Eileen McElrath 
31 Richard Johnson  

January Anniversaries 

1 Lorin & Rachel Hatch 
3 Kristine & John Lavik 
10 Aaron Bowser & Brenda Kowske 
16 Karen Bjorkman & Duane Kelling 
16 Jaymin Kim & Sara McAdory-Kim 
27 Marlys & Donald Kinney 
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February Birthdays  

1 Don Hogquist 
1 Bonnie Nash 
4 Harper Hatch 
5 Grayson Andrist 
5 Aaron Riekenberg 
7 Carl Bussian 
7 Nate Casey 
8 Karen Hedenstrom 
10 Freya Anderson 
10 Pamela Itzin 
10 Solfrid Ladstein 
11 Drew Baese 
11 Britt Moore 
11 Andrew Shuros 
12 Jan Jacoby 
12 Meredith Samuelson 
13 Matt O’Toole 
14 Donna Dingle 
15 Walter Heinecke 
15 Jay Oakman 
16 Samuel Oakman 
16 Annette Tews 
17 Nancy Montgomery 
17 Didrik Peterson 
17 Amanda Klepp 
17 Claire Kaiser 
 

18 Sophie Johnson 
19 Amarantine Ninow 
21 Kirsten Anderson 
21 Johanna Shreve 
22 Lynda Hirschboeck 
22 Ella Otto 
22 Nikki Wunderlich 
23 Karen Ekdahl 
23 John Lavik 
25 Nancy Smith 
26 Frida Johnson 
27 Maya Adelmann 
28 Jaymin Kim 

 

February Anniversaries 

5 Bryan & Sandra Maurer 
16 Stacy & Todd Dunn 
28 Arthur & Beverly Stolp 
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Looking Ahead at Pilgrim 
Sunday, February 24, 9:45 am 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

March 6, 6:30 pm 
Ash Wednesday Worship (preceded by soup supper, 5-6:15 pm) 

Wednesday, March 13 
Midweek soup suppers and  
Lenten midweek Holden Evening Prayer services begin 

Sunday, April 7 at 6:51 pm  
The Minnesota Compline Choir and Pilgrim Chancel Choir will 
collaborate on a presentation of Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem along 
with traditional compline chants. The choir will be led by guest 
conductor, David Mennicke (from Concordia St. Paul and Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis) and Paul Stever, organist.  

Sunday, April 14 at 3:30 pm 
Luther College Jazz Orchestra presents a concert in our sanctuary. 
This is an outstanding jazz ensemble, led by Professor Juan Tony 
Guzman. 

April 14-20 — Holy Week 

April 21, 8:30 & 11 am — Easter Sunday Worship 

 

A Pilgrim Pilgrimage to  
Holden Village Next Summer 

 by Pastor Carol Tomer 

We have received our dates for Holden next summer: July 6-13, 2019. 
Pilgrims have journeyed there six times since 2000. Holden is a wonderful 
Lutheran/ecumenical Christian retreat center in the North Cascade 
mountains of Washington State. The deadline for getting in your deposit is 
January 10; details about how to do that will have been sent by the time 
you receive this newsletter. To make sure you receive that information, 
please send an email to: pilgrims2holden2019@gmail.com.  
 

About the Next Pilgrim Newsletter 
The next newsletter deadline will be Saturday, February 15 for the 
March/April issue. Submit articles to serenapilgrim@gmail.com.  

Please remember, in submitting items, that we cannot make the 
newsletter any thicker because of U.S. Postal Service requirements. So, 
thanks for your help in keeping submitted items brief.  

mailto:pilgrims2holden2019@gmail.com
mailto:serenapilgrim@gmail.com

