
PILGRIM LUTHERAN OUTDOOR WORSHIP GUIDELINES  8/2020 

Based on Minnesota’s current Phase of re-opening (Stage 3 of Stay Safe MN) and Minnesota’s “Guidance for Gatherings: 

Faith-based Communities, Places of Worship and Ceremonies” of June 15, 2020, these are the approved guidelines. 

Pre-Service: Potential Worshippers must be instructed to stay home if they or anyone in their household is sick or has 

COVID-19 symptoms: fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, muscle aches, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or 

smell. Persons who are at higher risk for severe illness (elderly or underlying health conditions) should be strongly 

encouraged to stay home. While this is not in our area of responsibility, as worshippers we ask that the worship team 

provide accommodations to enable all worshippers to have access.  

Arrivals & Departures: There should be a very limited number of entrance/exit points. Worshippers should arrive early 

to line up in a socially distant manner to await seating. Ushers will show them to their location. Ushers should also 

dismiss groups after the service in the same way. Ushers should be instructed in person on how to seat and dismiss 

worshippers ahead of time. 

Social Distance: All worshippers must maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet between people from different 

households at all times. People must remain within their assigned seating area unless they need to leave for an 

emergency during the service. This includes setting up, entering, exiting, sitting, and any activities during the service. The 

worship team will need to design the layout and Worshipper flow to ensure this is effectuated. This includes ensuring 

people cannot “wander in” to the services.  

Seating: Seating should be in rows. Once capacity is reached, ushers will no longer seat worshippers and will gently 

inform them they cannot be seated. 

Components of worship: 

● Bulletins: Should be electronic and available online in advance. 

● Communion: Worshippers bring their own (bread, grape juice, or similar; NO WINE). Worshippers are expected 

to properly dispose of their remaining communion elements and packaging 

● Greetings: No touch greetings and farewells. 

● Offering: A basket should be placed at entrances and secured for a period of time afterward prior to any 

counting. 

● Passing of the peace: Waving from a safe physical distance  

Chairs: Worshippers should bring their own chairs. A limited number should be available for those who need them. 

Fellowship: No fellowship after the service. 

Children: Parents should thoughtfully consider whether their children can maintain social distance and other 

requirements at all times, and if they cannot then participate in the service electronically.  

Masks: All worshippers over the age of 5 must wear a mask at all times. Worshippers should bring their own mask, 

although a small number may be available for emergencies. 

Singing: Singing/chanting is a higher risk activity so we should have pre-recorded music/chants or listen to a cantor who 

maintains at least 12 feet of distance from other cantors and worshippers during the service. The choir should not be 

present. Any musicians must be socially distanced. 

Restrooms & Facility Access: Only necessary personnel should access the building during the service. The restrooms 

should not be opened for general use.  

Contact points: Items often touched by others should not be used if at all possible. If that cannot be prevented, items 

that are touched should be sanitized between shared users and between services. 

Length of Service: Due to the restrictions that must be put in place, consideration should be given to keeping the service 

shorter than normal. We recommend 45 minutes. 

Communication Plan: Worshippers, staff and visitors must be clearly informed of these requirements. Everyone must 

understand and be able to follow the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan wherever the service will take place. Email, posting 

on the web site, and an announcement of “the rules” should be made at the beginning of services. 


