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PILGRIM is…  

 

…A Home for Hungry 

Minds and Souls 

 

…An inclusive Christian 

worshipping community 

that seeks, nurtures, and 

empowers hungry minds 

and souls to live gener-

ously in response to God’s 

love. 

 

…A Reconciling in Christ 

Congregation 

 

…A Caring for Creation 

Congregation 

 

…An ELCA Congregation 

 

Before the service,  

 speak to God; 

During the service,  

 let God speak to you; 

After the service,  

 speak to one another. 

All are Welcome at Pilgrim Lutheran Church! 

 We've been expecting you, because we are always expecting pilgrims —  

the people of God on the journey of faith and life!  
 

In this extraordinary time in our world, as we follow public health guidelines, 
for the care of the neighbor and ourselves, we are keeping our physical dis-
tance. But we are still connected in the body of Christ. As a Pilgrim communi-
ty, we will not be gathering in the flesh for worship for an unknown period of 
time, but we are seeking ways to provide support for worshipping at home, 
for caring for one another, and for nurturing our journeys of faith. 

This online bulletin is a guide to what we are offering in place of gathering for 
morning worship this Sunday. We invite you to participate in this experience 
of the good news of the gospel in whatever ways make most sense for you. It 
might mean pushing the pause button at any point, or journeying through 
this experience repeatedly in the coming days. We offer this as one way to 
support you in feeling connected to God and to the Pilgrim body of Christ and 
to the body of Christ around the world. 

This online bulletin is not filled with our usual announcements in the back of 
the bulletin. We commend you to Pilgrim community emails and to the Pil-
grim website, where we will continue to post updates. 

A special note about worship today: 

We are marking the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, a fitting theme to lift up 
on this Second Sunday of Easter. 

And the world cannot be 
discovered by a journey of 
miles, no matter how long, 
but only by a spiritual 
journey, a journey of one 
inch, very arduous and 
humbling and joyful, by 
which we arrive at the 
ground at our feet, and learn 
to be at home. 
— Wendell Berry 

Worship at Home 
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L: = Leader  
Regular Print 
 
C: = Congregation  
Bold Print 

  
I have never been able to entertain a God-idea which was not integrally related to 

the fact of chipmunks, squirrels, hippopotamuses, galaxies and light years  

— Rev. Joseph Sittler, Lutheran professor and theologian, in Evocations of Grace: 

The Writings of Joseph Sittler on Ecology, Theology and Ethics, 2000 

 

PRELUDE God Created Heaven and Earth arr. Edwin T. Childs 

Paul Stever, organ 
 

SILENCE FOR CENTERING  

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

A: Gracious God, as we seek to relax our grip so that the earth, our fragile 
sister, might rest from our labors, help us to see our world more vividly 
than we have done in the past. 

B: Grant us vision for the challenges of this age, and give us hearts full of 
courage for the future. 

A: As we seek to be wise stewards of the gifts of the earth in timber and oil, 
coal, and gas, help us to know your world more humanely than we have in 
the past. 

B: Make us learn that wisdom which we see among those wise and humble 
people of the earth, that we might walk with care and reverence so as to 
caress our fair sister. 

A: Sharing God, draw us to contemplation and silence so that we might see, in 
wonder, our lives intertwined with the squirrels and the cardinal, the 
creatures great and small, the beauty of each season. Help us to see the 
birth, growth, death, and rebirth so as to give us courage in the ongoing 
creation of our Creator. 

B: Deepen our faith and enliven our thinking, nourish our bodies and 
strengthen our souls, that we may be your message in the world, your 
servants for the common wellness of the earth. Make us weavers of a new 
order, crafters of a new earth. 

A: Grant us grace through the Christ of the Cosmos. Call us to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, in loving the earth and all of our siblings on the earth. 
Give us a measure of the Spirit that these commitments we make before 
you might make our work holy. 

B: Bless us with fresh springs of renewal through your holy Word, in this 
community of faith, and in deep solidarity with all creation. 

A: Amen. Let all the creation hear and bear witness. Amen. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING PRAYER 

Written by Jay C. Rochelle, 

1990 (adapted) 
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GATHERING HYMN We Walk by Faith ELW № 635 

GREETING 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
L: The grace of the risen Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded, risen 

hands of Jesus.  By your Spirit's breath, revive our faith in your mercy and 
strengthen us to be the body of Christ, giving of ourselves to care for all-
creation.  

C: Amen.  
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POINT FOR PILGRIMS  Jenn Radtke 

 

PSALM 16  Refrain music by Mark Sedio 
Psalm Refrain (1st time — Choir sings, All repeat) 

Choir sings the odd verses, All sing the even verses. 

1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
 I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
 upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
3But those who run after | other gods 
 shall have their troubles | multiplied. 
4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
 never take their names up- | on my lips.  REFRAIN 
5O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup; 
 it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
 indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
7I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel; 
 my heart teaches me night | after night. 
8I have set the Lord al- | ways before me; 
 because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.  REFRAIN 
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
 my body also shall | rest in hope. 
10For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
 nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
11You will show me the | path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
 and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.  REFRAIN 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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GOSPEL  John 20:19-31 
19In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were 
locked in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Temple authori-
ties. Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20Hav-
ing said this, the savior showed them the marks of crucifixion. The disciples 
were filled with joy when they saw Jesus, 21who said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As Abba God sent me, so I’m sending you.” 22After saying this, Jesus 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone’s 
sins, they are forgiven. If you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.” 
24It happened that one of the Twelve, Thomas—nicknamed Didymus, or 
“Twin,” — was absent when Jesus came. 25The other disciples kept telling him, 
“We’ve seen Jesus!” Thomas’ answer was, “I’ll never believe it without putting 
my finger in the nail marks and my hand into the spear wound.” 
26On the eighth day, the disciples were once more in the room, and this time 
Thomas was with them. Despite the locked doors, Jesus came and stood be-
fore them, saying “Peace be with you.” 
27Then, to Thomas, Jesus said, “Take you finger and examine my hands. Put 
your hand into my side. Don’t persist in your unbelief, but believe!” 
28Thomas said in response, “My Savior and my God!” 29Jesus then said, “You’ve 
become a believer because you saw me. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” 30Jesus performed many other signs as well—signs 
not recorded here—in the presence of the disciples. 31But these have been 
recorded to help you believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Only Begotten, so 
that by believing you may have life in Jesus’ Name. 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON Seeing is Believing:  Matthew Anderson
 the evangelical power of Christ’s people  
 caring for the creation. 

The singing bowl invites 

us into a few moments of 
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SERMON HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth ELW № 879 
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PEACE The peace of Christ is with us now and always.  

 

OFFERING  

During this time, we invite you to share of your God-given blessings. 

Consider going to “donate” on the Pilgrim website or mail a check to us at  

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 

https://tinyurl.com/pilgrimstpaul 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING If  with All Your Hearts by Felix Mendelssohn 

  Ben Winkler, tenor & Paul Stever, piano 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
L:  Gracious God, your giving knows no ending. Prepare us to witness to your 

goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people may 

know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE — after each petition:  

L: God of mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

L:  Our Creator, Our Mother, 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   

 Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

PRAYER 
We give thanks for the Word proclaimed and for all the gifts of God, and we 

pray for all of God’s creation 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

From the Oratorio Elijah.  

 

If with all your hearts ye 

truly seek me, Ye shall 

ever surely find me, 

Thus saith our God. 

Ye shall ever surely find 

me, Thus saith our God. 

 
Text: Julius Schubring, 

(1806–1889) 



 9 

 

SENDING HYMN Earth and All Stars! ELW № 731 
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DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace... 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE Earth and All Stars! Arr. David Cherwien 
 Paul Stever, organ 

Music Notes and Permissions:  All hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703909 

Unless otherwise noted, scripture texts are from The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian  

 Translation. Lanham, Md: Rowman &   Littlefield Publishers, 2007 

 

About Our Worship Today  
Preaching Minister — Matthew Anderson  

Presiding Ministers— Pastor Carol Tomer and Pastor Jen Rome 

Music Director, Organist, and Pianist — Paul Stever 

Musicians —Ben Winkler, tenor; Choral Scholars and choir members 

Gathering Prayers — Drew and Karie Johnson 

Prayers — Karla Leitzman 
 

About Today ’s Preacher  
Matthew Anderson has spent nearly his entire 20-year career working as an environ-
mental advocate with a focus on clean energy and climate change. For almost 10 
years (2004-2013) Matthew was immersed in the creation care movement. His work 
began with the ELCA as an advocate in DC on agricultural and environmental issues. 
After a stint with the National Council of Churches working on climate change with 
member denominations, Matthew led the Creation Care Fund which provided finan-
cial and technical support to grassroots, evangelical efforts to protect creation and 
fight climate change. He eventually led the National Religious Partnership for the En-
vironment before leaving to join the National Audubon Society where he helped con-
ceptualize and launch their climate program in 2014. 

Baptized as an infant, Matthew grew up outside the church and as a young adult was 
a practicing pagan. He was highly critical of the Christian church and what he per-
ceived as attitudes and practices that disproportionately led to environmental degra-
dation and injustice. It was not until Easter, 2005 that Matthew experienced a con-
version moment. Since then, Matthew has been an enthusiastic Lutheran (a contra-
diction in terms?) while striving to be a humble, ecumenical servant who reveres God 
the Creator and serves God, God’s people, and God’s creation by living out God’s call 
to abad and shamar (Genesis 2:15). His faith was nurtured before and is nurtured 
now by family, friends, and by the communities of the Lutheran Church of the Refor-
mation in Washington, DC, Resurrection Lutheran in Roseville, MN, Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church of Saint Paul, MN and the hundreds of Christians and people faith he has met 
who are committed to caring for creation. 

Matthew lives in Saint Paul with Kirsten, his wife of nearly 18 years, and their three 

daughters: Solvei (10), Freya (8), Silje (6) and their dog Bamse (1) and their fish Durt 

(1 week). He holds a bachelor of science in Environmental Studies from Dartmouth 

College and currently serves on the board of the Evangelical Environmental Network. 
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About Today ’s Soloist  
Ben Winkler is in his third year at Luther Seminary, where he is focusing on the 

ways that Systematic Theology can find practical application in a ministry setting. 

Ben is an active musician in the Twin Cities, performing with The Singers MCA, the 

Oratory Bach Society, Vox Nova, and Opera on Tap. Ben is a tenor choral scholar for 

Pilgrim Lutheran and sings and occasionally writes music for the Choral Compline 

service. Ben currently waits tables to supplement income while he is in seminary 

and is an avid collector of leisure books that he claims he'll have time to read in the 

summer. 
. 
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

1935 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-699-6886 
PilgrimStPaul.org 

Pilgrim Staff  
Lead Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Carol Tomer 

Pastor of Next-Generation Ministries ................................................ The Rev. Jen Rome 

Pastor-in-Residence ................................................................................... The Rev. Lynn Peterson 

Pastoral Intern .............................................................................................. Hannah Olson 

Organist, Music Director and Chancel Choir Director ................ Paul Stever 

Director of Children’s Choirs .................................................................. Maggie Priola 

Composer-in-Residence ........................................................................... Dick Hensold 

Interim Director of Shared Ministry ................................................... Pamela Erwin 

Interim Faith Formation Staff Team ................................................... Kate Tosteson,  Rachel Boelke, 

 Matthew Anderson 

Business Manager ........................................................................................ Cathy Salin 

Office Coordinator ....................................................................................... Mary Brodd 

Communications Specialist ..................................................................... Denika Anderson 

Custodian ......................................................................................................... Chuck Regal 

Custodian/M@P Support ......................................................................... Mike Schulze 

Nursery Attendants .................................................................................... MeeAe Kim, Ella Boelke, 

 Aly Xiong, Bethany Mollman, 

 Jimmy Gerding 


